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MREI

“Experiences of Life”... for a Lifetime!

For swimming you need to delve deep into the water
and to drive a car you need to be behind the wheel.
Similarly, education is an “Experience”, one that can't
be confined to the four walls of the classrooms.

Welcome to a fresh issue of ‘"Manav Rachna Reporter’-an expression
of thoughts and experiences; an expression of the innovative spirit
of our young learners; an expression of the world that beholds.

An effort to bring forth the flair of novices and understanding of
grown up conviction. Welcome to the “Manav Rachna” way of life!

Learning is a life-long experience at Manav Rachna that begins with
the soft footsteps of our toddlers and culminates into a strong global
foothold as our young learners step out of the campus precincts.

Manav Rachna International Schools firmly believe in the solicitation
of teaching and training approaches in a way that emphasizes the
students' active immersion and involvement. The experiential learning
environment at our schools and higher educational institutions makes
the students more responsible for their own learning. The prime
focus lies in how learners are actually able to absorb and transform
new experiences into precarious understanding which may turn out
to be an asset.

In the coming pages, you can catch a glimpse of how the Career
Exploratory Programs, Educational Trips, STEM curriculum, Dedicated
Labs & Libraries, Atal Tinkering Labs, Annual Projects, and everything
that our young learners do at the Manav Rachna campus have
evolved into a journey of fulfillment, achievement, rewards and
recognition.

Innovation runs deep in the DNA of Manav Rachna. With our school
students working on projects that we had never imagined in our
childhood to our higher learning students winning some of the most
prestigious global innovation competitions (leaving behind IITs in the
fray), the canvas is wide.

This is why, our little Bloomz blossom into futuristic next gen leaders!

Dr. Amit Bhalla
Editor-in-chief
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'WHERE EXPERIENGES EVOLVE
INTO INNOVATIONS’

When a grade 3 student from MRIS 51, Gurugram develops a

‘Concept Cleaning Car’, she is striving for a better future!

When a grade é student of MRIS Noida develops a 'Jack of the
House' to save houses during floods, he is inspired by real-life
situations!

When a grade 8 student of MRIS Ludhiana creates a 'Smart Bin', he
is intrigued by technology for a better world!

It is experiences such as these, which when nurtured lead to
innovations for a better tomorrow a tomorrow designed and
envisioned through our young curious minds. Confidence sparks
through the eyes of our little gems as they embrace the meaning
of what it is to be scientifically literate-and soak in the innovation
culture at the campus.

At Manav Rachna International Schools, Innovation is the new
survival skill right from the Early Years allowing students to discover

( w their interests and ideas. Envisaged from an innovative and

sustainable vision, this journey enhances the impact of education
at all levels. Fostering a climate of experimentation, incubation
and generation within the broad frameworks of national goals set
by Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) remain the primary aim. The Atal
Tinkering Labs at Manav Rachna, have been tinkering the young
minds to think and look beyond the ordinary. We are proud to
have been a chosen partner in the Government's stellar AIM

program. The acknowledgement of our consistent efforts by ATL
is the cherry on the cake!

And therefore, when these little buds walk out of the safe and
secure learning environment of our schools to higher learning
institutions; they are a league apart!




EXPERIENCE

YOUR DREAM

CAREER FOR
A DAY!

It is often quoted that experiences enrich decisions. What would
it be like if all of us can experience our dream career much before
we actually set on choosing our graduation degree!

| would like to pick up sports as a career... but do | have the
necessary resilience in me?

| would like to become a psychologist... do | have the aptitude to
deal with complications of the mind@

| would like to become a dentist... DO | HAVE IT IN ME2¢2

Making these decisions is probably easy when young learners are
exposed to the life of a sportsperson, psychologist or a dentist. At
Manav Rachna Educational Institutions, we give a rich learning
environment where kids foster their autonomy, creativity, decision-
making skills, problem-solving skills and social values. Well-
structured day-long programs in their 'career of choice' are planned

for students at the higher learning institutes of Manav Rachna.
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Subject experts and heads of institutions from streams such as
Dental Surgery, Physiotherapy, Geology, Nutrition & Dietetics, Sports
Sciences, Law, Education, Visual Arts, Architecture, Interior Design,
Journalism, Liberal Arts, Applied Sciences and beyond; spend the
day with students taking them through the entire learning process
and the actual work environment of their dream career.

Through multimodal means and with the support of this huge
'"Manav Rachna Family'; these children, the 'champions of our future'
are equipped to make informed career decisions through an
experience that is hands-on, engaging, didactic, and most

importantly, fun.
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MANIFESTATION OF
SOCIAL RESPONSIVENESS

'Gratitude beyond Curriculum': experience social responsiveness

Researchers have always concluded that individuals who express
more gratitude have advanced levels of contentment and lower
depression and stress levels. They appear more confident, like
their careers more and give the impression to be more motivated

to help and support others.

The proactive community outreach approach of Manav Rachna
to social leadership, community outreach and undertaking of
responsibilities has made our children global advocates of best
practices. We are creating a generation of well-educated and
answerable individuals, those who know the repercussions of
their actions, to cherish the life given to them, who understand
the need to adapt and evolve and who know how to be grateful

for all the little things in life.

Together, “WE" (parents, teachers, and our young buds) shall
make this world a “BETTER PLACE TO BE".

Gratitude does not materialize extemporaneously
in children but it is molded throughout development
by the interface of the child with individuals who
partake in his or her societal milieu.

The aim of Manav Rachna International Schools is to
create and maintain a bond as an essential moral
obligation which will bind novices to the world making
them more accountable towards their commitments.
The students regularly participate in various community
outreach activities which confirm the qualitative
uniformity of the exchanged ethics, notwithstanding
of personal interest, social prominence, and so on.

Blood Donation Camps makes the students
comprehend how treasured human life is, which in
turn makes them empathetic. Teaching Sessions at
Govt Schools and for the less privileged makes them
appreciative for what all they have got in their life.
Cleanliness Drives makes them understand the
importance of clean environment and the value of
collective responsibility. Visits to blind schools make
them reckon their benedictions and visits to old age
homes make them more unpretentious.



TEAGHERS: THE POLE STAR

It is always an earnest desire to help our students realise their true potential. Yet,
how do we achieve that? Days and days of brainstorming lectures, the feverish
jotting down of notes, the adrenaline rush before examinations, the four walls, the
bells after every class... is this how we do it2

Where is the writer within, the singer, the dancer, the scientist, the accordion player,
the dreamer? She isn't available, she is completing her notes, burning the midnight
oil to suppress her dreams, resting her chin in her palms; waiting ceaselessly for
the day someone sees the spark in her.

As teachers, we have been there, in that classroom, where we have seen dreams
being lost. We see the orator, the Einstein, the Jane Eyre, the Aerospace Scientist
in them. Teaching enfolds in its confines the nurturing of these dreams, no matter
how impossible they may sound. It is the enforcing of these ideas that could one
day create miracles. | have often been touched by what the students deliver after
a few minutes of invigorating discussion on what they would aspire to do. The light
that shines at that moment in the eyes can outnumber stars and the brightest Sun.

Our prodigies require our patient hearing and channelizing. Thankfully, Manav
Rachna offers our dreamers the opportunities to venture out, experiment and learn
about the plethora of career options waiting for them. The term 'Experiential Learning'
is not just a jargon. It stands true with the Techno Planet Labs, Makershala, Performing
and Visual Arts Facility, Theatrical exposure where students are able to explore the
various facets of their talent.

Let us, as mentors, be their Pole Star, to dispel the darkness and not simply be the
lantern in their beholding.

Ms. Shalini Choithwani, TGT-English
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WORLD THROUGH MY EYES

A TREASURE TROVE OF GOLDEN MEMORIES
Yashika Tripathi, Grade X-A

“The days when students set free from all their daily hectic routines,
the days when students luxuriate to their soul's gratification, the days
when students gain freedom to engage in all that they desire and
the days which bring a wide smile on every innocent face, are the
days of the summer holidays.”

And what if this golden period in a child's life is shepherded with
enlightening trips? It is no doubt a total rejuvenation, particularly for
a student like me, who yearns to explore the world through her eyes.
During this summer vacation, | visited the city of Sikhs: Amritsar (the
capital of Punjab) along with my family. We visited the Jallianwala
Bagh, where even today one can feel the shivers at the sight of the
well into which civilians including children had jumped pledging that
they would commit suicide rather than getting shot at the hands of the
Britishers. Paying tribute to our brave hearts, we left for the Wagah
Border. The experience was beyond words; | had never felt so spirited
in my life watching our disciplined soldiers march towards the border,
shaking hands with the guards at the other side and returning with the
same vigour. We were startled to discover that even the heavy downpour
couldn't deter our soldiers from their marchpast as for them; nothing
could come in the way of their selfless service to their nation.

The Golden Temple was undoubtedly the abode of peace and
transcendental ambience. What astonished me was the sight of toddlers
reciting the teachings of the holy scripture with devotion difficult to find
in today's time. The flavour of the scrumptious 'halwa' shall remain in
my memoirs for life. With our hearts contented with amity, we came
back from Amritsar with a new definition of resilience, patriotism,
culture and unforgettable knowledge.

WITNESSING HISTORY UNFOLD!
Anaysa Kapur, Grade X-A

In today's world, no one is unmindful of the fact that we are
locked in the shackles of technology, which is leading to the
gradual obliteration of people's creativity. To get away from the
malicious thumb of our quotidian stressful lives, what better
option one could have than to explore the rich culture and
heritage of our country? This is what; | exactly did apart from
dozing off during the entire month of June like a "typical teenager".

Being a history buff, | was elated to visit one of the most celebrated
monuments across the country: Fatehpur Sikri in Agra. Established
by Emperor Akbar in the sixteenth century, the monument is
built entirely in red sandstone. The Buland Darwaza, the Dargah
of Salim Chishti and Jama Masjid present a beautiful story of
our rich history. The entrance to the town is marked by the
gigantic Buland Darwaza, an impressive example of the intricate
Mughal architecture. Like the entire town, it is also meticulously
carved in red sandstone. As one proceeds further, one will be
able to gain a view of the great emperor Akbar's abode. Further,
one can diagonally see the Dargah of Salim Chishti, where an
exceedingly large number of people come, in the hope, that
God will bestow them with their desired things. Outside the
Dargah were two Qawwali singers who were singing in the
praise of God in such a mesmerising voice that we were
completely engrossed in their aura.

And from the trip, | come back with a thought: "How interesting
would it be to live in that golden time, oblivious of the complexities
that one faces today?2"



“WATER WIVES”... UNCOVERING THE NUANCES
Annual project on UNSDG ‘Clean Water & Sanitation’
Rishit Sharma, Grade 8 D

Having clean and sanitized water to drink is a human right,
yet an estimated 35 percent of the world population lacks
access to sanitized water (WHO, 2015 report). Water is one
of the most precious resources on our planet which is critical
for our survival and while it produces no organic nutrients,
it's vital for all forms of life. At the start of this academic year,
we were allotted the Sustainable Development Goal 6, 'Clean
Water Sanitation' as our Annual Project topic.

During the last few months, we learnt about water stress, its
scarcity and a rather intriguing subject of 'water wives'. The
world is undergoing water stress and severe water scarcity due
to population explosion where demand for water far exceeds
its supply. I's only likely to worsen. In Rural India, rural women
are referred as water wives who are married to fetch water
from far off distances.

Over the past few months, my experience with the Annual
Project topic, ‘Clean Water and Sanitation” has been an intriguing
one wherein | learnt about the aforementioned issues that made
us more inquisitive. Through the academic year, our group
shall be making projects and deep diving into the goal of
learning more facts about clean water and sanitation. At the
end of this academic year, we shall be organizing an annual
presentation on all the subtopics we would have covered
throughout the year.

To summarize my research, | think that such are the dire
conditions that it will not be an exaggeration to say that the
next world war, if fought, will be over water.
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STRIVING FOR ‘NO POVERTY’, ‘ZERO HUNGER’ AND ‘QUALITY
EDUCATION’
Annual project by Ankita Gulati, Grade 8-H

Studying at MRIS 14 has opened up new vistas for us that were earlier
beyond the realm of academic forays. This year, our school introduced
an innovative concept of research work as our Annual Project (AP). |
am researching on the UNSDG 'No Poverty, Zero Hunger, Quality
Education'. In the first class, we were briefed about the goal, the project,
our aim and how this is a matter of concern to the world. The first
class was highly interesting and thought-provoking. All the students
and the teacher deeply discussed the matter in a brain-storming session.
Each one of us shared our own point of view. | felt concerned for our
country India to know how the poor people struggle every day just to
satisfy their hunger. There are so many children who die only due to
malnutrition.

After a few classes, | got deeply involved with the entire concept of AP
and felt the extreme importance of a student's contribution into such
projects with global goals. We learnt that to fix global poverty, countries
should curb corruption, stem illicit flows and embrace sustainable
inclusive growth for all. We also realized that poverty and gender
inequality go hand in hand. We also experienced the quality education
being provided in Delhi government schools. The annual project is a
corridor to get connected to current social issues and think out of the
box. Every weekend at home also, | would undertake research work
on the subject. While working on the Summer Holidays' assignment |
could further connect with the fact that how natural disaster like a
cyclone can affect the prosperity of a country and lead to hunger and
nutrition crisis. | really thank my school for introducing this Annual
Project as it keeps us abreast of all social concerns so that we grow
up to be more responsible global citizens.
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‘ACCIDENT ALERT SYSTEM’
Kisna Gupta, Grade 9

Working on this project has been extremely gratifying. | am extremely
grateful to my mentors, teachers and Makershala who inspired me and
provided me with valuable insights to develop an ‘Accident Alert System’,
which is a device that can send accident alert to the nearest hospital,
police station and an emergency contact person. Accidents caused on
roads often prove fatal due to the lack of immediate medical help. This
compact, low-cost device uses a micro controller sensor network
incorporated in a vehicle acts as an indicator and information disseminator
during accidents. The alert is sent only at an impact of a particular strength
to the vehicle.

Traversing the path of innovation, | did an in-depth study of the electrical

components used in the system (Arduino Uno, Piezo Vibration Sensor - Large with Mass, 1.0 Ohm Resistor, Piezo Element, USB Cable A

to B, GSM SIM80O0L, Breadboard, Jumper Wires, Pack - M/M).

| also became aware of the statistical data of the accidents and worked upon the idea to create serious awareness based on the same.

The formulation of the report also gave me an opportunity to learn beyond textbooks and curriculum.

UNDERSTANDING MENTAL HEALTH

Summer Internship Experience
Tanvi Aggarwal

During the summer of 2019, | got an opportunity to attend
a psychology summer internship conducted by Department
of Mental Health at Fortis Escorts. The workshop was chaired
by Pranjal Saxena, a renowned psychologist, who specializes
in Art therapy. The goal was to sensitize the youth towards
mental health issues around the globe and destigmatize
the need to consult a psychologist/psychiatrist. The curriculum
of the programme was designed to cater to various aspects
of psychology through technology mediated learning.

On the very first day, we were familiarized with various types of psychological
disorders, their symptoms and how it affects the social, occupational and
personal lives of the patient. The curriculum of the programme was
designed to cater to various aspects of psychology through technology
mediated learning. One of the sessions included unveiling the various
fields of psychology that helped the entire team to explore the new and
relatively unknown fields of psychology such as occupational psychology,
psychoanalysis and psycho-oncology.

At the culmination of the internship, each student had to submit a project
on any mental health issue. It was a great learning opportunity and an
eye opener to know the problems around the globe. The experience gave
us an insight into dealing with the case studies with diverse approaches.



LEARNING THROUGH AIR

Science projects develop child's resourcefulness,
particularly their skills at goal setting, planning
and problem solving. Through these activities,
the intellectual curiosity of students is nurtured
and they acquire new ways of asking questions
and exploring the world. Grade 3 students were
intfroduced to the topic “Air” and were involved
in various experiments thereby adding on to their
knowledge. The students experienced various
experiments based on the properties of air wherein
they made a Paper Whirlybird which emphasized
on how air helps in moving things and how air
helps things burn by conducting an activity based
on “Candle and Jar”.

The students also visualized how air occupies
space through the inflated and deflated balloon
experiment showcasing that the air is an integral
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part of us. The students showed great inferest and excitement during the sessions and even went way ahead in discussing the same with
their parents. The activities conducted show a step ahead to the education and propagates that learning can be so much fun.

LITERACY PRO- LEXICAL READING PROGRAM

To empower the reading program, Manav Rachna International
Schools have adopted an innovative approach to inculcate good
reading habits in students. Lexile helps to measure the current
reading skills of the students and enhance it through suggested
reading, personalized monitoring and instructions. Measuring the
child's Lexile score and finding the appropriate books at the right
level will definitely help students in the long run. In association with
Scholastics, Literacy Pro programme- a comprehensive reading
program is organized fo inspire instructional reading and independent
reading in classroom. Literacy Pro empowers both teachers and
students with a blended solution that curates a personalized reading
growth record and ensures effective and independent reading with
measurable standards. The program also helps to develop a sense
of ownership, purpose and self -discovery among students by
offering them a wide range of choices and a comfortable pace to
curate their reading journey.

NUMBERS PLAYED WELL AT M'ATHELETICS 2019

“Mathematics is not about numbers, equations, computations or
algorithms; it's about understanding.”

Students diligently showcased their understanding of Mathematics
at M'atheletics 2019- a unique Inter School competition. Students
from Grade IlI-V (Gaurang Gandhi lll, Dishant Chadha IV and Arth
Jatwani V) made the school proud by clinching the second position
among 20 participating schools. The students cleared three rounds
to qualify for the finale. These rounds included Sprint Round which
focused on speed and accuracy, 100 meter dash with various time
based mathematical quizzes and Hurdle Race which focused on
problem solving and analytical reasoning. This once again proved
the quality learning provided by the school.
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Can you see it there? Over there, above the cloud
shaped as rabbit? Can you see my dreams, my vision,
my hope, my ideas and my imaginations there2 Can
you see the world through my eyes?

Manav Rachna International Schools, provide their
students an opportunity to grow at their own pace, for
us they are the little saplings who require us to nurture
them and that's exactly what we do. We don't shape
or modify them, we believe that every child is unique
and has its own aura. We just nourish them and they
shine on their own, illuminating us in the process.

“This year | visited my maternal
grandparents with my mother and
younger sister during the summer
break. They stay in Nagpur,
Maharashtra and | was very excited
as travelling by train is a very
enriching experience. | visited the
center of Indiq, it is known as Zero
Mile, a pillar marks this spot. We
clicked a few selfies there. Nagpur
is famous for oranges and there are many orchards in
the adjoining villages. | went for a picnic with my family
at one such orange orchid. This farm belonged to my
nana's friend. It was amazing to see lemon trees in the
orange orchard as well. | plucked a few lemons and
this was for the first time that | had plucked any fruit or
vegetable.

| also visited the school where my mother studied. Soon
the day came when | had to board the train back to
Faridabad. | was a bit sad but the wonderful memories
of my stay in Nagpur made me smile again.”

Anvesha Parmar, Grade 5 (Rabindranath Tagore)

WORLD THROUGH MY EYES

“I was mesmerized by the beauty

of Kashmir. Words don't do justice

to it. It is something that can only

be felt and treasured as a memory

for lifetime. It is undoubtedly one

of the most exciting tourist

destinations in India but the threat

of terrorism lurks when you talk

to the local people. But as said,

'Hope is healing and healing is

happiness', Thus | pray that this charismatic valley
becomes a peaceful place where lives breathe easily
and freely”

Ms Ankita Sinha, Primary wing teacher

Why Black & White?
| wonder why black & white?

Why not something beautiful &
bright?

Why Black & White2 Am | right?
Yellow, brown even Blue
Look for a little clue
Red, purple, pink they're all such
beautiful colors don't you think22
Look at the rainbow in the sky
It makes me feel so high!
Draw with a color bright or do you still
want to stick with Black & White2?2
Ramyra Sapra, Grade 3 C (Europe)




SUMMER

PROJECT
EXPERIENCE

One summer, one curious mind, one opportunity
and much to learn from it- Manav Rachna
International Schools, tend to teach the little
one not what but how to think!

An important message for humanity, ‘We do
not inherit the earth from our ancestors; we
borrow it from our children’

“The need of the hour is to save our planet
against various challenges like pollution, water
crisis and scarcity of resources. As such it is
crucial that the children who are the maijor stake
holders be aware of these challenges and
contributes every bit for the cause.

We at Manav Rachna International School
Charmwood have taken up the onus of creating
global and responsible citizens. Children across
the grades have been working with an UNSDG
goal each. The goals taken up by our school
are:

1) Clean water and sanitation

2) Responsible consumption and production

3) Life on land
)

4) No poverty, zero hunger and quality education

Ms Priyanka Kanojia,
Senior Wing teacher
MRIS Charmwood

The sessions aim at sensitizing students against
the problem. Students of the school research,
collect data, analyze and interpret it. They conduct
surveys in the school and in the community. The
young heads brainstorm and come up with
innovative ideas to deal with plastic pollution,
water crisis, saving food, curbing hunger,
providing quality education and most important
the sustainable use of resources.

This project has been instrumental in creating
awareness amongst the pupils. They realize the
importance of immediate action plan to deal
with these alarming problems. As a part of this,
they have made a lot of usable items out of waste
like bird houses, CD coasters, bird feeders, wall
organizers etc.

This process promotes empathy, cooperation,
leadership skills, critical thinking and problem
solving skills, which will help them evolve into
better citizens who have the ability to create a
sustainable environment.

‘We are the first generation to feel the effects
of climate change and the last one to do
something about it.”
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WITH A HOPE TO GREATE A BETTER WORLD

Hiral Krishnatray,
Grade X Student of MRIS Charmwood.

The journey of plastic material started as a very useful substance for day-to-day activities and

later, became an indispensable and extremely important part of our very existence. However,

with the passage of time, humans realized its ill effects. Plastic was found to be a non-biodegradable

substance taking millions of years to decompose. Despite being well aware of its hazards, plastic
continues to be used.

Such is the menace that plastic is dumped everywhere - on land and in water. As a result, it has become a part
of the food chain, thus, causing a danger to all plants and animals in water and on land.

We must realize how alarming this situation is and take effective and immediate steps to curb the usage and
disposal of plastic. li's high time we show solidarity towards nature.

Realizing the gravity of the situation, MRIS Charmwood has a dedicated slot which caters to discussing problems
related to the environment and finding solutions. This slot is called the Annual Project (AP) which is conducted once
a week. The students are divided into four groups concerning the given issues: No poverty, zero hunger and quality
education; Life on land; Clean water and sanitation; and Responsible consumption and production.

“I am a part of the group 'Responsible Consumption and Production'. In our AP slots, we have been discussing
the menace of non-biodegradable substances like plastic and glass. During our AP slot, we work in groups. We
made posters for raising awareness on this topic and discussed workable solutions to these problems. We learnt
about the 3Rs (Reduce, Reuse and Recycle), conducted surveys to find how people manage plastic, reuse grey
water efc.

Our survey showed us astonishing results only two percent of the people interviewed were practicing the 3Rs.”

We talked about bringing back ancient methods of water protection like bamboo drainage patterns, step wells,
and canals. We reused plastic pens for making stands, made bird feeders with old plastic bottles and cut down
on the usage of plastic cutlery, etc.

We all know that a little progress every day adds up to great results. This initiative has encouraged us to work
positively towards our environment. We are all responsible global citizens and it is our duty to work on issues that
plague our environment.

As said, 'little drops of water make a mighty ocean'. So, we all join hands in the hope of creating a better world.




EXPERIENGE THE INNOVATION

TECHNOLOGY- THE WINGS OF EDUCATION

Manav Rachna International Schools are not just about
latest technologies for tots but also effective usage of

technology for future leaders.

“| love the idea of a Tab Lab. It is so exciting to work
and learn on iPads. We get to open them with a
password, make PPTs, attempt crosswords, use paint
to draw and do many more interesting things.

For Maths, we write tables in pages, or take measures
of things and note them down. For English we make
mind maps in the Popplet app or do grammar exercises
in pages. In CREST we attempt crosswords, draw
diagrams in Paint and write names of continents and

countries in pages.

One day we even tried a fun app called Duck Duck
Moose where we took photos of non-living things,
drew a mouth on them, recorded lines and made the
non-living things speak those lines. The best thing
about that app was that we could add accessories to

our non-living things.”

Adya Gupta,
Grade 5 (Alfred Noble)

TASTE EXPERIENCES
TO UNDERSTAND THE
FLAVOUR OF LIFE

Manav Rachna

International Schools-

Where theory is taught to

understand, and practical
knowledge is provided through the reality
of life.

“During these summer vacations | visited
the Dravyavati River Project in Jaipur. This
artificial river is an example of good flood
management and has been developed by
the Rajasthan government. This visit made

me think about the havoc that floods can
wreck and the ways of preventing them
which led me to research about the current
preventive methods and developed a project
flood management.

The retaining walls on the river banks and
the coastal defence walls on the coasts stop
floodwater from entering the city. These
water bodies are connected to the detention
basins to store excess water and give time
to the citizens to evacuate the city.

Unclogged drainage systems along with
water alarms in dams are very important
to avoid floods. Having green areas near
the water bodies and special
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pavements/footpaths (inspired by the
Chinese 'sponge cities') for absorbing the
water and sending it to the ground to
increase the groundwater levels are also
some useful methods. Effective town
planning where the city is away from the
water bodies is a good way of avoiding
floods. All these methods are able to predict,
prevent and give precautions related to
floods.”

Dhwani Jain,
Grade 9 (Pythagoras)
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OPEN ACGESS T0
LEARNING:
FOSTERING
LIFELONG
LEARNING

Ms. Deepali Aswal,
Senior Wing Teacher at MRIS
Charmwood

“Teaching is the supreme art of the
educator to awaken joy in creative
expression and knowledge”

The fundamental aim of teaching is to make students learn the
subject matter with the deeper understanding of themselves and
the world. The learning objectives of the sessions are focused on
the student engagement which includes the curiosity, interest,
optimism and passion to learn and progress in the subject.

One of the innovative practices to enhance student engagement is
“Open Access” wherein students get the opportunity to investigate
topics in depth and to participate in choosing the topic to investigate.
Choice is also a powerful element in the learning process. Students
need to be able to make these choices. This, however, does not
mean total choice all the time. In this method, students enjoy three
kinds of choices at various times:

Total choice of learning topics: Students get a chance to opt for
the topic they like to study, topic they are curious about and their
interests. This enhances inquiry learning to enable them to investigate
their topic.

Choices within a topic or theme: Students get a choice within a
topic or theme which enhances the in-depth understanding of the
specific sub topic.

Choice to select from the series of options that teacher offers helps
students to reiterate the ideas found in the given option. The lesson
taught with “open access” helps in creating small learning groups
around the student's choices and inquiry learning to investigate the

topics. Hence, making it easier for the students to broaden their
understanding and enhances their appetite for learning.

GROUP PROJECTS: ENHANCING COLLABORATIVE LEARNING
Group Project is one of the strategies used by the teachers at MRIS

to bring out the best in learners and to maximize their learning.
Group projects can help students develop a host of skills that are
increasingly important in the professional world. These projects help
to reinforce skills that are relevant to both group and individual
work, including the ability to break complex tasks into parts and
steps, plan and manage time, better and more lucid understanding
through discussion and explanation, develop stronger communication
skills and so on.

Group projects can also help individual students develop skills
specific to collaborative skill sets such as tackling complex problems,
delegating roles and responsibilities, thus developing leadership
qualities, share diverse perspectives, pool knowledge and skills,
develop new approaches to resolving differences, establish a shared
identity with other group members and develop their own voice and

perspectives in relation to peers.

This strategy is very effective as it often helps to address more
complex and authentic problems by groups of students than they
could do individually. This also makes teaching - learning more
stimulating and unpredictable, since groups may approach tasks
and solve problems in novel and interesting ways. This strategy
surely breaks the monotony set by the old school lecture method

of teaching.
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Education is not preparation for life; education is life itself. Everyday throws
a new challenge towards an individual but with the opportunity to overcome
it. One is not born with all the qualities that are needed to face the obstacles
in journey of life. A person learns and acquires the credentials to face the

difficulties by reflecting on various experiences. Experiential learning is the
process of learning through experience, and is more specifically defined as
“learning through reflection on doing.”

Experiential learning can exist without a mentor and relates solely to the
meaning-making process of the individual's direct experience. A genuine
learning experience requires certain elements. It is most easily compared with
academic learning.

While the dimensions of experiential learning are analysis, initiative, and
immersion, the dimensions of academic learning are constructive learning and
reproductive learning. Both methods aim at instilling new knowledge in the
learner. Academic learning does so through more abstract, classroom-based
techniques, whereas experiential learning actively involves the learner in a
concrete experience. Students learn a lot when exposed to real life situations
whether in the form of open debates, group discussions, various councils or
committees. It is commonly observed human tendency that a person only thinks
when confronted with a problem.

Taking the real life example of the respected Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
one can very well figure out that it is the journey of all odds and events of life,
and most importantly, how one reacts in different situations, transforms an
individual to stand out in the crowd. Born to a Gujarati family in Vadnagar,
Modi helped his father sell tea as a child, and later ran his own stall. He
became a successful leader only because he faced the difficulties of life and
knew how to tackle them.
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“The purpose of life is to live it, to taste experience to the utmost, to reach out eagerly

and without fear for newer and richer experience.”

Students may tune out lectures if they think the material
doesn't pertain to the “real world.”

Experiential learn