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Catch up with past 
events such as the 
launch of the ill-
fated Soyuz 11 
mission and when 
shooting began for 
Dr. Cyclops, the first 
horror film.  >P3
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Johnson calls on G7 
to vaccinate world 
by end of 2022
LONDON: British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson on Saturday called for lead-
ers of the Group of Seven (G7) rich
nations to make a commitment to vac-
cinate the entire world against Cov-
id-19 by the end of 2022 when they
meet in Britain next week. Johnson
will host the first in-person summit in
almost two years of G7 leaders –
which follows a meeting of the group’s
finance ministers which wrapped up
earlier in the day – and said he would
seek a pledge to hit the global vaccina-
tion goal. REUTERS

China okays Covid-19 
vax for 3-year-olds, 7  
cases in Guangzhou
BEIJING:  China has approved emer-
gency use of Sinovac Biotech’s Cov-
id-19 vaccine in people aged between
3 and 17, its chairman Yin Weidong
told state TV late on Friday. China’s
mass vaccination drive, which admin-
istered 723.5 million doses of vaccines
as of June 3, is currently only open to
those aged 18 and above. The southern
Chinese metropolis of Guangzhou on
Sunday reported seven new local con-
firmed Covid-19 patients for June 5,
bringing the city’s total since May 21 to
80 amid a resurgent outbreak. Overall,
China reported 30 new mainland
Covid cases for June 5, the health
authority said.  REUTERS

Normandy observes 
D-Day with small 
crowds, but big heart
COLLEVILLE-SUR-MER, FRANCE:  Several
ceremonies were held on Sunday to
commemorate the 77th anniversary of
the landing of the Allied forces on the
Normandy shore, which led to the lib-
eration of France and western Europe
from Nazi control, and honour those
who fell. For the second year in a row,
anniversary commemorations were
marked by virus travel restrictions
that prevented veterans or families of
fallen soldiers from making the trip to
France. Only a few officials were
allowed exceptions. A memorial to
almost 22,500 under British com-
mand killed during D-Day and subse-
quent battles was unveiled in France
as part of the commemoration. AP

WORD POWER 

Verbose 
Ver-bohs 

Adjective

Meaning: Using or expressed in more words 
than are needed. 

Origin: Mid-16th century from Latin verbosus, 
from verbum ‘word’. 

Synonyms: circuitous, diffuse, long-winded, 
pleonastic, prolix, rambling, windy, wordy

Antonyms: compact, concise, crisp, pithy, 
succinct, terse 

Usage: Even on radio, their rhetorical style 
sounds windy, verbose, addicted to polysylla-
bles for their own sake. 

WISE WORDS »
Today Himalaya is calling you. Wake up 
my son, do not allow my auction. Protect 
me from being slaughtered.

SUNDARLAL BAHUGUNA
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APEEJAY, PITAMPURA, 
STARTS ONLINE MORNING 
PROGRAMME

To help its students, teachers and other staff 
stay connected with each other in these 
challenging Covid-19 
pandemic times, 
Apeejay School, Pitam-
pura, under the gui-
dance its principal 
Veena Goel, extended 
its support through its 
inaugural online morn-
ing programme titled Apeejay@Cares4U, 
which would go live every Saturday at 11 am.  
The show began moving message to all from 
Apeejay Education Society president Sushma 
Paul Berlia.                                                  More on p2

Unlock part 2 begins today, 
more curbs being eased 
NEW DELHI: Restrictions, including those on mar-
kets and transport, are being eased in the city
with effect from today following a seven-week
lockdown that was necessitated by a devastating
fourth wave of Covid-19 cases. Delhi Metro
trains will be allowed to operate at 50% seating
capacity, and shops in markets and malls can
reopen on an odd-even basis from Monday, in
accordance with the announcement made by
Delhi chief minister Arvind Kejriwal on Satur-
day. However, restaurants, bars and food courts
across the city will remain shut and only takea-
way or delivery will be allowed, senior govern-
ment officials clarified. The government eased
restrictions on stand-alone shops, markets and
malls, and permitted private and government
offices to open with half their strength. AGENCIES

‘2021 lockdown pollution 
higher than last year’
NEW DELHI: The lockdown imposed this year on
account of the second wave of Covid-19 was not
as effective in bringing down the pollution lev-
els in the national capital as it was last year,
showed an air quality analysis conducted by
the Delhi-based think tank Centre for Science
and Environment (CSE). “Lockdowns were
effective in bringing down PM2.5 levels this
year as well. But given the shorter duration and
lesser stringent lockdown this year, the levels
are not as low as summer 2020,” read the anal-
ysis by CSE. The think tank said that the impo-
sition of a partial lockdown (from April 6 to
April 19) lowered PM2.5 levels by 20% in Delhi,
while the complete lockdown (from April 20
onwards) brought the average pollution levels
further down by 12%. HTC

Smart cards, tokens to be 
allowed in Delhi Metro 
NEW DELHI: As Delhi Metro will resume from
today (June 7) after 27 days of the shutdown,
the Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC) has
allowed commuters to use both smart cards
and tokens. “Smart card and token both are
allowed for commuting in Delhi metro from
tomorrow onward. However smart cards will
be preferred keeping in view contactless com-
munication,” a Delhi Metro official told ANI
news agency on Sunday. However, the official
also clarified that there would be no change in
the existing 20% discount on smart cards. The
Delhi Metro services, which were closed on
May 10 due to an unprecedented spike in coro-
navirus cases, will be resumed for the general
public from Monday, June 7, with 50% capacity
only. ANI

A worker cleans the premises of Select City Mall in 
Saket, New Delhi, on Sunday. Markets and malls are 
scheduled to reopen from Monday. PTI

body clock is key

HOW WELL OUR IMMUNE 
SYSTEM WORKS CAN DEPEND 
ON THE TIME OF DAY >P5

setting the track on firesetting the track on fire

FRASER-PRYCE SETS FRASER-PRYCE SETS 
FASTEST 100M TIME FASTEST 100M TIME 
IN 33 YEARS IN 33 YEARS 
Jamaica’s Fraser-Pryce’s 10.63 sec. timing makes her the 
second-fastest woman behind Florence Griffith-Joyner.         
                                                                                                          >P6

Jamaica's Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce in action 
during the women's 100m  in Kingston REUTERS
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rate has improved to 93.67%. A net
decline of 77,449 cases has been
recorded in the Covid-19 caseload in a
span of 24 hours. Recoveries continue
to outnumber daily new cases for the
24th consecutive day.The number of
people who have recuperated from
the disease surged to 2,69,84,781,
while the case fatality rate stands at
1.20%, the data stated.  The Centre has
so far provided, both through the free
of cost and through direct state pro-
curement categories, more than 24
crore vaccine doses (24,60,80,900) to
states and Union Territories. PTI

A medical worker administers a 

Covid vaccine to a school student in 

Kolkata on Sunday PTI
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NEW DELHI: India reported 1,14,460
new coronavirus infections, the low-
est in 60 days, while the daily positiv-
ity rate further dropped to 5.62%,
according to the Union health minis-
try data updated on Sunday.

With the fresh cases, the total tally
of coronavirus cases in the country
climbed to 2,88,09,339. The Covid-19
death toll climbed to 3,46,759 with
2,677 daily deaths, the lowest in 42
days, while the active cases dropped
below 15 lakh, the data updated at 8
am showed.

A total of 96,982 new cases were
recorded in a span of 24 hours on
April 6. Also, 20,36,311 tests were con-
ducted on Saturday taking the total
cumulative tests conducted so far for
detection of Covid-19 in the country to
36,47,46,522.

The daily positivity has further
declined to 5.62%. It has been less
than 10% for 13 consecutive days, the
ministry said. The weekly positivity
rate has declined to 6.54%. The active
cases have reduced to 14,77,799 com-
prising 5.13% of the total infections,
while the national Covid-19 recovery

Covid-19: India reports 1,14,460 cases, lowest 
in 2 months; positivity rate drops to 5.62%

NE students demand 
chapter on region in 
NCERT books
ITANAGAR: Many student unions and
organisations started a ‘Twitter storm’
demanding a mandatory chapter on
the north-eastern states of India in the
NCERT curriculum.

According to Lingdam Kame, presi-
dent of All Arunachal Student Union
of Chandigarh, this step has been
taken to raise the issue of racial dis-
crimination faced by people from the
Northeast. Over 30 student unions
and organisations across India started
this movement called A chapter for
NE.  With the hashtag A chapter for
NE and Northeast Matters, students
constantly tweeted on Friday, in order
to press their demands to the Union
education ministry.

“Because of racial discrimination,
many people of the northeastern
states have faced problems. We as stu-
dents, who go to other states to pursue
our studies, face racial discrimination
at least 6-7 times a month,” Kame
said. “We cannot say that the move-
ment will completely eradicate the
racial discrimination but it will surely
to help to minimise it,” he added. ANI

Infected lion on 
antibiotic regimen; 
TN CM visits zoo
CHENNAI:  The infected Asiatic lions at
the Arignar Anna Zoological Park
(AAZP), popularly known as Vandalur
zoo here, have been quarantined and
on a regimen of antibiotics and other
prophylactic drugs.

Tamil Nadu chief minister MK Sta-
lin, who visited the zoo on Sunday and
took stock of the situation, directed
the officials of Environment & Forest
department and the facility to provide
the best treatment to the infected lions
as per protocols. Also, he instructed
the authorities to ensure proper vacci-
nation is administered to all animal
handlers and officials at the zoo. 

Stalin, who is also the chairperson
of Zoo Authority of Tamil Nadu, was
taken around the enclosures through
the eco-friendly battery operated vehi-
cle. Director of the Zoo, Debasis Jana
explained to the CM about the meas-
ures taken on ground to monitor all
animals and meticulously follow all
SOPs and treatment protocols as
advised by Central Zoo Authority
(CZA) and Tamil Nadu Veterinary and
Animal Sciences University. PTI

Roger Federer  
scraped past Dominik 
Koepfer  in the third 
round  REUTERS

french 
open

AFTER 
GRUELLING 
WIN, 
FEDERER 
PULLS OUT
                                >P6
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With a view to help its students and
teachers cope with the challenges
during the onging Covid-19, DLF Pub-
lic School, Sahibabad, started yet
another thoughtful initiative titled
Solace Circle as the first step of its
Covid support group named DLF Bea-
cons of Hope. Solace Circle is
inspired by the Zulu philosophy of
UBUNTU- ‘I am because you are’. Led
by the senior students, school Coun-
sellors and the principal, it is an emo-
tional first aid to help the students
and teachers build a better coping
mechanism for the unknown in these
unprecedented times. 

Senior students, teachers, School
counsellors and the principal con-
nected virtually over a two-hour
meeting in which all those , who were
directly or indirectly affected by the
Covid, shared their feelings in a very
comforting and safe environment. 

They shared what helped them
cope with the Covid challenges. Dur-
ing that meeting, they created a key
team of Empathy Leaders who would
function as pillars of support to pro-
vide hope to other Delfites and DLF
Families who have suffered losses. 

The Empathy Leaders will meet
every Monday to recalibrate their
plan and optimize how they can con-
tinue to anchor and support the stu-
dents and teachers to help them stay

involved, connected and stand in sup-
port of each other just as a family
should!  Two weeks ago, the school
also started counselling and interac-
tive sessions for the stressed parents
and Delfites to help them tide over
the pandemic-induced challenges.
During these sessions, school coun-
sellors are meeting the parents and
Delfites every day to address their
fears, panic, anxieties and griefs. 

Principal Seema Jerath began the
session by expressing how important
it is not to feed your fears as it redu-
ces your capacity. It is all about creat-
ing the right state of mind. She laid
emphasis upon the concept -- ‘Tagda
Raho’ i.e. stay healthy and fit physi-
cally and emotionally. 

Jerath said, “Our answer to every
problem is in gratitude. So, be grate-
ful for what you have, stand for oth-
ers and become a pillar of support for
others in these times. Almost all of us
are facing a crisis like no other in liv-
ing memory and thus it is important
to stand together!.”

“It is very important to connect
with the school community and fos-
ter effective relationships. In this
grave situation, we continue to move
with an approach of instilling hope
and confidence in our DLF Family,’
said school executive director, Dr
Mrignaini.

DLF, Sahibabad, begins 
Solace Circle initiative 
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The teachers as well as the students took part in the programme with zeal

To help its students, teachers and
other staff stay connected with each
other in these challenging Covid-19
pandemic times, Apeejay School, Pit-
ampura, under the guidance its prin-
cipal Veena Goel, extended its sup-
port through its inaugural online
morning programme titled Apee-
jay@Cares4U, which would go live
every Saturday at 11 am. 

The show began moving message
to all from Apeejay Education Soci-
ety president Sushma Paul Berlia.
The morning was lit up with a
soothing melodious prayer by Tan-
ushree Malik, an alumna, followed
by Aap Ki Fitness wherein physical
education department HOD Arvind
Kaushal gave valuable tips on fit-
ness. Thereafter Nitasha Garg, a
yoga expert in the school, demon-
strated Surya Namaskar asanas dur-
ing the programme Yog Darpan,
inspiring all to keep one’s health at
the top of the priority list. Apee-
jay@Cares4U is a small step to
search for hope, faith and light
when we are surrounded by uncer-
tainty and insecurity . 

At times, our own light goes out
and it is rekindled by a spark from
another person. Each of us should
express deep gratitude to those peo-
ple who have lighted the flame within
us. Melodious songs and a flute per-
formance added a musical flavour to
the atmosphere. 

Special thanks to alumni Khushi
Garg, Pradyumun Arora (flute) and
Sparsh Gulati who mesmerised the

audience with their musical presen-
tation during the Geetmala segment.
In the FolkLore segment, a captivat-
ing story session titled The Lucky
Bird by PGT English Sapna Sondhi
was the highlight of the show. 

Sargun S. Juneja, a student of Class
9, spoke enthusiastically on the main
theme ‘I Am Thankful’ and shared his
views with conviction and clarity. 

Apeejay@Cares4U was received
well by all online attendees as two
anchors Khushi Kalra and Saideep
Keshri eloquently steered the pro-
gram to success.  Hartej Singh, a
Class 10 student, handled the online
program, visuals, videos and sound
with the ease of a pro. 

Apeejay, Pitampura, starts 
online morning programme 

The online morning programme titled 
Apeejay@Cares4U was started under 
the guidance of principal  Veena Goel

The students and the staff of Ryan
International School, Noida, sup-
ported the Jan Andolan Campaign
initiated by CBSE through innovative
messages, posters, speeches and
poetry. 

A dramatic presentation by the
students was very emphatic and
praise worthy. Posters made by the
teachers were displayed in the
school. 

The school under the aegis of its
chairman Dr. A F Pinto and manag-
ing director Dr. Grace Pinto has
shown progressive and proactive
approach towards the current situa-
tion that demands great awareness
and suitable planning. 

School principal Sumita Mukher-
jee lauded the students for exhibiting
their strengths in these challenging
Covid-19 times.

The students were lauded for exhibiting their 
strengths in  these challenging Covid-19 times.

Ryan International, Noida, 
supports CBSE campaign 
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Place numbers into
the puzzle cells so
that each row and
column contains each
of the digits from 1 to 
5. No number is to be 
repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-out
lined cells contain a hint 
of a number and one of 
the mathematical sym-
bols + x - /. The number 
is the result of the 
operation represent-
ed by the symbol to the 
digits contained. 

SUDOKU

SCRAMBLE

MATHDOKU

SUDOKU SOLUTIONS

MATHDOKU SOLUTION

SCRAMBLE Solution Words:

Erode, sissy, atonal, deface

Answer: The relationship between 
husband and wife should be one of 
closest friends. – BR Ambedkar

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Amrita Bharati Features

Solve the four 
anagrams and
move one
letter to each
square to form 
four ordinary  
words

Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the answer to the 
riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

SILHOUETTE SURPRISE

The relationship between husband 
and wife should be one of ___  ___. – 
BR Ambedkar (7,7)

Answer: 4

DEEOR

YISSS

AAOLNT

AEECDF

*

* *

*

*

* *

Look closely at 

this drawing. 

Only one of these 

silhouettes is 

exactly the same 

as the one at the 

top left. Which 

one?  

MIND GAME

ALL JUBILANT

People take part in Baghdad Kite Festival in Baghdad, Iraq, on Saturday AP

‘The students in India go through a
lot of stress and anxiety when
appearing for their Class 12 exams
even when everything around them is
normal. Right now, we are living
through one of the worst pandemics
that has ever hit our country. 

This generation of students and
perhaps, even their parents, have
never seen anything like this. The
kind of toll that the pandemic has
taken on people’s mental health is
unprecedented. I cannot even imag-
ine what a student, who has to
appear for a Class 12 examination,
will feel like. 

Add to that the fact that now young
people and school students alike are
vulnerable to the prevalent Covid-19
strain. We all know of many young-
sters who have lost the battle to the

virus. In light of the circumstances
that we’re all living through, I
strongly believe that the central gov-
ernment’s decision to not have Class
12 exams is a laudable one.  I under-
stand that this may affect chances of
students getting into foreign univer-
sities of their choice this year.  

The government has also agreed
that the marks allocation can happen
based on internal assessments and a
“well-defined objective criterion”,
which is a move in the right direc-
tion. I hope that state boards follow
suit and make it easy for the students
to deal with these challenging times.

‘In current situation, Centre’s step is laudable’ 

I hope that state boards follow suit, 
says Anjana Uberoi, Educator, MRIS, 
Mayfield Garden, Sec 51, Gurugram

by a central board is a determining
factor for such evaluation. The CBSE
exam system has a credibility, which
will be lost, if we do not conduct the
Class 12 board exams and prepare the
results on the basis of school exams
as the assessment tool, which can be
biased and not a reliable one with
disincentives for hard working and
intelligent students. I personally
believe that in these unusual times of
pandemic empathy, concern for the
well-being of students and teachers
should precede any effort of conduct-
ing the exam. In this unpredictable
situation, however, cancellation of
the board exams by CBSE was in the
best interest of the students as their
future is at stake with university

E
xaminations have a very
important role in assessing the
concept and learning and pre-
senting them in the most valu-

able form. CBSE Class 12 board exams
are a primary tool of evaluating stu-
dents’ academic potential in the sub-
jects of their choice, which forms the
basis of their higher education. 

Any assessment which is not credi-
ble cannot be a part of screening or
elimination process in undergradu-
ate admissions. As an educator, I was
in favour of Class 12 board examina-
tions because I feel that the school
leaving examination determines the
future trajectory of a student’s career.
A centralized uniform and standard-
ized external examination conducted

admissions abroad closing by the
month of September. 

However, the weightage of board
result in admission to higher studies 
needs to be reduced in the current sce-
nario and standardized entrance exams
can be conducted which could have a 
single window system Pan India. 

I feel Colleges need to gear up now
and work on strategies for fair admis-
sion policies so that the deserving
candidates don’t lose out. As a school
leader, I feel the need of the hour is to
design a progressive and sustainable
assessment system for Class XII,
which has reliability, validity and
credibility keeping the academic
interests of the students in mind for
their higher education.

llI S  C A N C E L L A T I O N  O F  C L A S S  1 2  B O A R D  E X A M S  A  R I G H T  M O V E ? l

‘The decision was taken in the best interest of students’

Thank you for giving me an opportu-
nity to express my views in the col-
umns of your esteemed paper, now
on the post final decision for not
holding the CBSE Class 12 examina-
tion after the detailed discussion at
the highest level keeping in view the
large interest of our students. 

The ball now shifts to the court of
the examining body and the schools
to devise critical analytical criteria by
judicious application so that justice
should not only be done but also
should appear to have been done in
both large interest of the students
and not to compromise with the stan-
dards of the evaluation. 

Any criteria, so arrived at will put
the schools in an embarrassing pre-
dicament and in a bind. 

They will be said to be as too harsh
towards the students if they adopt
any ethically or morality-based
mechanisms and too soft if they opt
for bit liberal options. 

So the schools will be put on tight-

rope walk to keep balance and sail
through this situation because of
given circumstances. 

The schools will have to face some
situations in a typically set of stu-
dents who may not fit in any criteria
and making evaluation an uphill task.
At the same time, the school will not
be happy at heart as they will be
required to work strictly as per given
criteria under the given circumstan-
ces as the students are now to be
evaluated on the basis of their past
performances denying them the final
chance to improve upon the same. 

The legitimate interest of the stu-
dents is always close to the hearts of
the schools and the parents as the
growth and development of the child
is their ambitious joint enterprise..

‘Evaluation will be an uphill task for the schools’

Now the ball is in the court of the exam 
body and schools , says Anita Gautam, 
Principal, DAV Sector 14, Faridabad

According to me, CBSE Class 12 board
examinations should have been con-
ducted while observing all necessary
Covid-19 precautionary measures.

 I believe board exams for Class 12
serve as an important gateway for
gaining admission to col-
leges -- both in India and
abroad after the comple-
tion of the school educa-
tion. 

 The students have
attended online classes
for two years now with no
end in sight anytime soon.

So I support the view
that Class 12 board exams
must be conducted.  

However, with the can-
cellation of these exami-
nations, new formats of
the evaluation may be
considered. 

‘EXAMS NECESSARY 

FOR THE STUDENTS’

Class 12 board exams 
serve as an important 
gateway for gaining 
admission to colleges, 
says Utkarsh, Class 12, 
Delhi Public School, 
Vasant Kunj

CORRIGENDUM

The Students Edition dated June 4 
had on page 2 featured a report 
headlined ‘All 3 branches of DPSG 
Society come forward to help people 
amid Covid-19 crisis’. The DPSG Society 
has clarified that it owns and operates 
not 3, but 7 branches in Ghaziabad, 
Gurugram, Faridabad and Dehradun. It
also added that three of DPSG’s 
schools were converted into Covid 
care, testing and vaccination centres. 
The inadvertent error is regretted. 

Peeya Sharma, Principal, Ryan Interna-

tional School, Sohna Road, Gurugram
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1892
Homer Plessy 
is arrested for 
refusing to 
leave his seat 
in the 
"whites-only" 
car of a train. 
Arrested, 
tried and 
convicted in New Orleans of a 
violation of one of Louisiana's racial 
segregation laws, he appealed 
through Louisiana state courts to 
the U.S. Supreme Court and lost. 
The decision legalised 
state-mandated segregation 
anywhere in the US so long as the 
facilities provided for both blacks 
and whites were putatively "equal". 

1938

The Chinese Nationalist 
government creates the 1938 
Yellow River flood to halt Japanese 
forces during the second 
Sino-Japanese War which was a 
was a military conflict that was 
primarily waged between the 
Republic of China and the Empire 
of Japan. Five hundred to nine 
hundred thousand civilians are 
killed.

2017
A Myanmar Air Force Shaanxi Y-8 
crashes into the Andaman Sea near 
Dawei, Myanmar, killing all 122 
aboard.

1957
John Diefenbaker 
leads the 
Progressive 
Conservative 
Party of Canada 
to a stunning 
upset in the 1957 

Canadian federal election, ending 
22 years of Liberal Party 
government. He was the 13th 
prime minister of Canada, serving 
from 1957 to 1963.

1967 

The Six-Day War ends. Israel and 
Syria agree to a cease-fire. Also 
known as the third Arab-Israeli 
War, was fought between June 5 
and 10, 1967 between Israel and 
Jordan, Syria, and Egypt. Between 
776 and 983 Israelis were killed and 
4,517 were wounded. Arab 
casualties were far greater. 

1977
James Earl Ray escapes from prison 
and is recaptured three days later. 
He was convicted of assassinating 
Martin Luther King Jr. in Memphis, 
Tennessee, on April 4, 1968. Ray 
entered a guilty plea — thus 
forgoing a jury trial and the 
possibility of a death sentence — 
and was sentenced to 99 years of 
imprisonment.

1667 

The Raid on the Medway by the 
Dutch fleet begins. It lasts for five 
days and results in the worst 
defeat of the Royal Navy during 
the second Anglo-Dutch War, a 
conflict between England and the 
Dutch Republic partly for control 
over the seas and trade routes. 

1716
Banda Singh Bahadur (born 
Lachman Dev), Sikh warrior and a 
commander of Khalsa army who 
was captured by the Mughals is 
tortured to death. 

1900
Nationalist Birsa Munda dies of 
cholera in a British prison. He was a 
tribal freedom fighter, religious 
leader, and folk hero who belonged 
to the Munda tribe. He 
spearheaded a tribal religious  

movement that arose 
in the Bengal 
Presidency (now 
Jharkhand) in the 

late 19th century, 
during the British 

Raj, making him an 
important figure in 

India’s 
independence 
movement.

1955
Eighty-three spectators are killed 
and at least 100 are injured after an 
Austin-Healey and a 
Mercedes-Benz collide at the 24 
Hours of Le Mans, the deadliest 
ever accident in motorsports. It 
took place at Circuit de la Sarthe in 
Le Mans, France.

1963
Buddhist monk Thich Quang Duc 
burns himself with gasoline in a 
busy Saigon intersection to protest 
the lack of religious freedom in 
South Vietnam. 

1983
Ghanshyam Das 
Birla, pioneering 
businessman, 
passes away. 
Envisioning 
infrastructural 
development in 

his hometown, Birla founded the 
Birla Engineering College 
(rechristened as Birla Institute of 
Technology and Science in 1964) in 
Pilani and the Technological 
Institute of Textile & Sciences in 
Bhiwani. He was a close associate 
of Mahatma Gandhi. In 1957, he was 
awarded India's second-highest 
civilian honour, the Padma 
Vibhushan.

1929
Margaret Bondfield 
is appointed 
Minister of Labour. 
She is the first 
woman appointed 
to the Cabinet of 
the United Kingdom. She was a 
Labour party politician, trade 
unionist, women's rights activist 
and the first woman to be a privy 
counsellor in the UK.  

1949
George Orwell's 
Nineteen 
Eighty-Four 
is published. The 
novel centres 

on the consequences of 
totalitarianism, mass surveillance, 
and repressive regimentation of 
persons and behaviours in society.

1982
Fifty-six British servicemen are killed 
by an Argentine air attack on  British 
ships RFA Sir Galahad and RFA Sir 
Tristram  during the Falklands War. 
The conflict was a 10-week 
undeclared war between Argentina 
and the UK in 1982 over British 
dependent territories in the South 
Atlantic: the Falkland Islands and its 
territorial dependency, the South 
Georgia & South Sandwich Islands.

1939 

Shooting begins on 
Paramount Pictures' 
Dr. Cyclops, the first 
horror film 
photographed 
in three-strip 
Technicolor in USA.

1975
Judge Jagmohanlal Sinha of the 
Allahabad High Court ruled that 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi had 
used corrupt practices to win her 
seat in  Parliament, and that she 
should be banned from holding 
any public office. Gandhi sent word 
that she refused to resign.

1976
Gopinath Kaviraj, 
Sanskrit scholar, 
Indologist and 
philosopher 
passes away. 

1991
Boris Yeltsin becomes Russia’s first 
democratically elected President. 
He was a member of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union from 1961 to 1990, he later 
stood as a political independent.

1997 

Queen Elizabeth II reopens the 
Globe Theatre in London. 
Shakespeare's Globe is a 
reconstruction of the Globe 
Theatre, an Elizabethan playhouse 
for which William Shakespeare 
wrote his plays, in the London 
borough of Southwark, on the 
south bank of the River Thames. 
The original theatre was built in 
1599, destroyed by the fire in 1613, 
rebuilt in 1614, and then 
demolished in 1644. 
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LOOKING BACK AT 
THIS WEEK THAT YEAR

1891
Masti Venkatesha 
Iyengar, 
well-known 
writer in Kannada 
language 
renowned for his 

short stories, is born. He was the 
fourth among Kannada writers to 
be honoured with the Jnanpith 
Award, India’s highest literary 
honour.

1942
The U.S. Navy's victory over .the 
Imperial Japanese Navy in the 
Battle of Midway is a major turning 
point in the Pacific Theater of 
World War II. All four Japanese 
fleet carriers taking part are sunk, 
as is the heavy cruiser Mikuma. The 
American carrier Yorktown and the 
destroyer Hammann are also sunk.

1971

Soyuz 11 is launched. It was the 
only crewed mission to board the 
world's first space station, Salyut 1 
(Soyuz 10 had soft-docked but had 
not been able to enter due to 
latching problems). The crew, 
Georgy Dobrovolsky, Vladislav 
Volkov, and Viktor Patsayev, arrived 
at the space station on June 7, 1971 
and departed on June 29, 1971. The 
mission ended in disaster when the 
crew capsule depressurised during 
preparations for reentry, killing the 
three-man crew. 
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Mumbai: Dark clouds hover over the city as seen from Kanjurmarg

MONSOON STARTS 
CASTING ITS SPELL
The annual four-month spell of the Southwest 
monsoon rains have so far touched parts of 
southern and western India since its slightly 
delayed arrival in Kerala on June 3. The India 
Meteorological Department declares the arrival 
of the monsoon on the basis of parameters meas-
uring the consistency of rainfall over a defined 
geography, intensity, cloudiness & wind speed. 
A good monsoon is vital to India’s economy which is 
based on agriculture & allied activities. PHOTOS: AGENCIES

Navi Mumbai: A couple takes a selfie with rain clouds in the backdrop

UNDERSTANDING THE BITCOIN PHENOMENON BETTER

Despite its recent fluctuations linked to utterances by Tesla CEO Elon Musk and China’s stand against digital 

currencies, Bitcoin is still the world's largest cryptocurrency. Here’s a look at how it works and why it is so important.

l Bitcoin is a cryptocurrency invented in 2008 by an 

unknown person or group of people using the name 

Satoshi Nakamoto. 

l It has been in use since 2009 when its implementa-

tion was released as open-source software. 

l It is a decentralised digital currency, without a 

central bank or single administrator,  that can be 

sent from user to user on the peer-to-peer bitcoin 

network without the need for intermediaries. 

l Transactions are verified by network nodes through 

l Bitcoin is built on a distributed digital record called a 

blockchain. As the name implies, blockchain is a linked 

body of data comprising units called blocks that contain 

information about each and every transaction, including 

date and time, total value, buyer and seller, and a unique 

identifying code for each exchange. 

Entries are strung together in chronological order, 

creating a digital chain of blocks. 

Mining rigs of a supercomputer  

inside a bitcoin factory near 

Reykjavik in March  2018. At the 

heart of Iceland's breathtaking 

lava fields, one of the world's 

largest bitcoin factories at a 

secret location rich in renewable 

energy which runs computers 

creating the virtual currency

1 Kuwait Dinar =

1 Euro =

244

1 Bitcoin =27,25,487

89
1 US$ =73

Kuwaiti dinar is the 

world's highest-val-

ued currency unit 

per face value

WHAT IS BITCOIN?

HOW DOES IT WORK? CRYPTOCURRENCY IN INDIA

The Cryptocurrency and Regulation of 

Official Digital Currency Bill, 2021, is 

under review and likely to be tabled in 

Parliament shortly. The contours of the 

bill are not yet public. However, market 

commentary suggests that it will permit 

the issuance of a central bank digital 

currency (CBDC) and the use of 

blockchain and distributed ledger 

technology. As for private digital 

currencies, recent comments by finance 

minister Nirmala Sitharaman indicate 

How does blockchain work? 

How do major currencies compare with 

the bitcoin (in Indian rupee equivalent) 

1
2

3
4

5
6

cryptography and recorded in a public distributed 

ledger called a blockchain. 

l Bitcoins are created as a reward for a process known 

as mining. They can be exchanged for other 

currencies, products, and services but the real-world 

value of the coins is extremely volatile. 

l Its creator had set a finite limit of 21 million bitcoins 

that would ever exist, of which close to 16.95 million 

are in circulation. It means that a little less than 

4 million bitcoins are waiting to be discovered.

What are network nodes?

A node is an authoritative computer that runs 

the Bitcoin software. It helps to keep Bitcoin 

running by participating in the relay of 

information. In a distributed network, the 

simplest way to define a node would be to say 

What is bitcoin mining?

Bitcoin mining is the process of adding new 

transactions to the Bitcoin blockchain.  

People who choose to mine Bitcoin use a process 

called proof of work, deploying computers in a 

race to solve mathematical puzzles that verify 

transactions. 

To entice miners to keep racing to solve the 

puzzles and support the overall system, the 

Bitcoin code rewards miners with new Bitcoins. 

In the early days, the average person could mine 

Bitcoin but it is no longer the case. The Bitcoin 

code is written to make solving its puzzles more  

challenging. Today, Bitcoin mining requires 

powerful computers and massive amounts of 

cheap electricity. It also pays less than it used to, 

making it even harder to recoup rising costs.

Your transaction is 

now complete and 

the block that 

includes your 

transaction is now 

integrated with the 

Bitcoin blockchain. 

You send a certain 

number of bitcoins 

from one address 

to another. 

A transaction is 

requested in the 

network. 

The transaction 

request is then sent 

to a peer-to-peer 

network consisting 

of nodes. 

Bitcoin's validation 

process and implementa-

tion of new blocks is done 

by miners who are 

rewarded for their 

participation in securing 

the network with 

newly-minted units of the 

cryptocurrency. 

The Bitcoin 

network of nodes 

validates the 

transaction using 

cryptographic 

algorithms. This 

process is called 

mining. 

The new block, 

which now contains 

your transaction, is 

then added at the 

end of the existing 

blockchain. 

Paris – For A nation still 
reeling under the devasta-
tion of its cricket team by 
Australia in the on-going 
World Cup, India received a 
great morale booster on 
Sunday when Leander Paes 
and Mahesh Bhupathi won 
the French Open men's 
doubles title in Paris. 

They beat Goran Ivanise-
vic and Jeff Tarango, 6-2, 
7-5, on the clay courts of 
Roland Garros in a rainin-
terrupted final. It was the 
biggest pay day for the duo, 
and indeed Indian sport: they 
share the equivalent of Rs 1.1 
crore for a fortnight's work spread 
over six matches. 

"The phone hasn't stopped 
ringing," AFP quoted Paes as 
saying shortly after the 
historic victory. Asked if their 
performance could force 
World Cup cricket off the front 
pages of Indian newspapers, Paes 
said it was highly unlikely. "We 
might get a small headline, if we 
are lucky," he said. At the winners' 
elbows were Dr Vece Paes, 
Leander's Canadian girlfriend 

Vicky Labbe and Bhupathi's 
Indian coach, Enrico Piperno. 

There was barely a handful of 
NRIs in the stands when the 
momentous winning point came 
Ivanisevic returning long a Paes 

serve. Thankfully, Doordar-
shan telecast the contest live.

 It was the second senior 
Grand Slam title for Bhupathi, 
who shared the French Open 
mixed doubles with Japan's Rika 
Hiraki in 1997. "You have done the 
country proud," Prime Minister 
Vajpayee told Paes-Bhupathi in a 
message from New Delhi. 

New Delhi – In a well-planned 
and swift operation the security 
forces today flushed out well-en-
trenched and heavily armed 
terrorists from the entire Golden 
Temple complex, including 
Harmandir Sahib, after 
fierce fighting in which over 
250 terrorists and 59 army 
jawans were killed.

Although the armed forces 
had taken over most of the build-
ings in the Golden Temple 
complex during the course of the 
day, the terrorists holed up in the 

Harmandir Sahib surrendered at 
about 9 p.m. after one of them was 
killed and another injured. 

The army conducted mopping 
up operations at night, including 
in the basement of the Akal 

Takht, which was the scene 
of fierce fighting in which 
the terrorists used highly 

sophisticated weapons including 
rockets and missiles which even 
the Government's paramilitary 
forces do not possess.

Despite heavy odds the security 
forces achieved a major objective 

in that the Akali Morcha 
"dictator" Harchand 
Singh Longowal and 
Shiromani Gurdwara 
Prabandhak Committee 
president G. S. Tohra 
were escorted out of the 
Temple to a place of safety. 
The fate of the militant 
Sikh leader, Jarnail Singh 
Bhindranavale, who was 
widely believed to be 
hiding in the Akal Takht, 
was not known at the time 
of going to the press.

Hong Kong– Chinese Premier Li 
Peng was shot at and injured in 
the thigh in an assassination 
attempt by a police officer in 
Beijing on Sunday afternoon, a 
Hong Kong daily said today, 
report agencies. 

The Chinese-language Ming 
Pao, quoting informed sources 
in Beijing, said Mr Li was 
attacked in the Great Hall of 
the People by a young officer 

on guard at the hall. 
The paper said Mr Li's wound 

was not severe.
Mr Li was attacked imme-

diately after he entered the 
hall after inspecting Tianan-
men Square on Sunday afternoon. 
He survived because the guard, 
who fired four shots, was some 
distance away, it said.

 The officer was immediately 
shot dead, and his family members 

were arrested, the daily said.
The paper said 170 other police-

men guarding the hall were imme-
diately disarmed after the 
assassination attempt. 

The newspaper reported 
that the officer had a bitter grudge 
against the Government as his 
sister and a girlfriend, both 
students at Beijing University, 
were killed in Sunday's military 
crackdown. 

WATCH OUT  THIS SPACE FOR QUIZ 
ON FRIDAYS 

The quiz will be based on HT archives. Send in your answers at

htpacedelhi@hindustantimes.com

June 7 >> H T  C H R O N I C L E

  1984  

  1989  

  1999  

Army controls temple

A Grand Slam by Paes-Bhupathi 

Li Peng hurt in attempt on life 

from the archives of the Hindustan Times

in a country where “70% of the popula-
tion does not have a bank account and
works in the informal economy.”

The El Salvador government is yet to
give details of the bill, which will
require approval from a parliament
dominated by the president’s allies.

Remittances from Salvadorans
working overseas represent a major
chunk of the economy -- equivalent to
roughly 22% of Gross Domestic Prod-
uct. In 2020, remittances to the country
totaled $5.9 billion, according to offi-
cial reports.

According to Bukele, bitcoin repre-
sented “the fastest growing way to
transfer” those billions of dollars in
remittances and to prevent millions
from being lost to intermediaries.

“Thanks to the use of bitcoin, the
amount received by more than a mil-
lion low-income families increases by
several billion dollars every year,” said
the president. “This improves life and
the future of millions of people.”

The cryptocurrency market grew to
more than $2.5 trillion in mid-May
2020, according to the Coinmarketcap
page, driven by interest from increas-
ingly serious investors from Wall Street
to Silicon Valley.

But the volatility of bitcoin –– cur-
rently priced at $36,127 –– and its
murky legal status has raised questions
about whether it could ever replace fiat
currency in day-to-day transactions.

ll1 S T  N AT I O N  TO  A C C E P T  C R Y P TO C U R R E N C Y  l

South Korean designer Paeng Min-wook 

showcases a robotic eye, called The Third 

Eye, on his forehead in Seoul REUTERS

Thiruvananthapuram: View of the Arabian Sea on June 3, the day the monsoon arrived this year

Reuters

SEOUL : A South Korean industrial
designer has come up with a satirical
solution for “smartphone zombies”
who can’t take their eyes away from
their screen long enough to stop
themselves walking into a wall or
other obstacle.

Paeng Min-wook, 28, has developed
a robotic eyeball he has dubbed The
Third Eye, which obsessive mobile
phone users can strap to their fore-
heads so they can browse injury-free
on the go.

The device, part of an artwork
Paeng has called “Phono Sapiens”,
opens its translucent eyelid whenever
it senses the user’s head has been low-
ered to look at a smartphone. When
the user comes within one to two
metres of an obstacle, the device
beeps to warn of the impending dan-
ger.

“This is the look of future mankind
with three eyes,” Paeng, a postgradu-
ate in innovation design engineering
at the Royal College of Art and Impe-
rial College, told Reuters as he demon-
strated use of The Third Eye around
Seoul.

“As we cannot take our eyes off
from smartphones, the extra eye will
be needed in future.”

Paeng’s invention uses a gyro sen-
sor to measure the oblique angle of
the user’s neck and an ultrasonic sen-
sor to calculate the distance between

the robotic eye and any obstacles.
Both sensors are linked to an open-
source single-board microcontroller,
with battery pack.

Paeng’s demonstration of the
device in Seoul this week garnered
attention from passersby.

“I thought he looked like an alien
with an eye on his forehead,” Seoul
resident, Lee Ok-jo, said. “These days
many young people can get into acci-
dents while using their mobile phone.
This would be good for them.”

Paeng plans to develop a camera
module for the Third Eye and a linked
mobile phone application, but he has
no plans to commercialise his inven-
tion - a stance that he might consider
changing given potential demand.

“It is so cool and interesting,” said
23-year-old Shin Jae-ik. “We can easily
bump into each other on street while
using smartphones. I may not need it
now, but I’d like to buy it when they
sell it later.”

S Korean designer creates ‘Third 
Eye’ for ‘smartphone zombies’

Kochi: A fisherman casts his net below an overcast sky Thiruvananthapuram: A deserted beach buffeted by strong wind

Agence France-Presse

SAN SALVADOR: El Salvador may
become the first country to make bit-
coin official currency, President Nayid
Bukele announced on Saturday, saying
he would soon propose a bill that could
transform the remittance-dependent
economy.

The move would make the Central
American nation the first in the world
to formally accept the cryptocurrency
as legal money and would “allow the
financial inclusion of thousands of peo-
ple who are outside the legal econ-
omy,” Bukele said. “Next week, I will
send to Congress a bill that makes Bit-
coin legal money,” the populist leader
said during a video message to the Bit-
coin 2021 conference in Miami, Florida.

The bill aims to create jobs, he said,

El Salvador plans 
bill to make bitcoin 
official currency

To know more about bitcoin, look up  
pg 3  of the edition dated June 3
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Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg has confirmed  that WhatsApp is adding a new 

‘view once’ feature, which will allow users to send content that disappears after it’s 

been viewed.                                                                                                                                                                                                            SHUTTERSTOCK

Press Trust of India

DUBLIN : When microorganisms –
such as bacteria or viruses – infect us,
our immune system jumps into
action. It is highly trained to sense
and eliminate infections and clear up
any damage caused by them.

It is typically assumed our immune
systems work the exact same way
regardless of whether an infection
occurs during the day or at night. But
research spanning over half a cen-
tury now shows our bodies actually
respond differently at day and night.
The reason for this is our body clock,
and the fact that each cell in the body,
including our immune cells, can tell
what time of day it is.

Our body clock has evolved over
millions of years to help us survive.
Every cell in the body has a collection
of proteins that indicate the time
depending on their levels. Knowing
whether it’s day or night means our
body can adjust its functions and
behaviours (such as when we want to
eat) to the correct time.

Our body clock does this by gener-
ating 24 hour rhythms (also termed
circadian rhythms) in how cells func-
tion. For example, our body clock
ensures that we only produce melato-
nin as night falls, as this chemical
makes us tired – signalling it’s time
for sleep.

Our immune system is composed

of many different types of immune
cells that are continually patrolling
the body looking for evidence of
infection or damage. But it is our
body clock that determines where
those cells are located at particular
time of the day. Broadly speaking, our
immune cells migrate into tissues
during the day and then circulate
around the body at night. This circa-
dian rhythm of immune cells may
have evolved so that immune cells
are directly located in tissues at a
time when we are more likely to be
infected, primed for attack.

At night, our immune cells circu-
late around the body and stop off at
our lymph nodes. Here, they build up
memory of what was encountered
during the day – including any infec-
tions. This ensures they can respond
better to the infection the next time
they encounter it.

Given the body clock’s control over
our immune system, it’s hardly sur-
prising to learn that some research
has shown that the time we’re
infected with a virus – such as influ-
enza or hepatitis – can impact how
sick we become. The exact timing is
likely to differ depending on the virus
in question.

Other research has also shown that
the time we take our medicines can

affect how well they work – but again,
this depends on the drug in question.
For example, since we make choles-
terol when we sleep, taking a short-
acting statin (a cholesterol-lowering
drug) just before bedtime provides
the most benefit. It’s also been shown
that time of day impacts how well
certain types of immune cells work.

Body clocks and vaccines
 There’s also an increasing body of
evidence showing vaccines – which
create an immune “memory” of a
particular pathogen – are impacted
by our body clock, and the time of day
that a vaccine is administered.

For example, a 2016 randomised
trial of over 250 adults aged 65 and
older showed having the influenza
vaccine in the morning resulted in a
greater antibody response compared
to those vaccinated in the afternoon.

More recently, people in the mid-
twenties who were immunised with
the BCG (tuberculosis) vaccine
between 8am and 9am had an
enhanced immune response com-
pared to those vaccinated between
noon and 1pm. So for certain vacci-
nes, there’s evidence that early morn-
ing vaccination may provide a more
robust response.

One reason for seeing improved

immune response to vaccines in the
morning may be due to the way our
body clock controls sleep. In fact,
studies have found that sufficient
sleep after vaccination for hepatitis A
improves the immune response by
increasing the number of vaccine-
specific immune cells which provide
long term immunity compared to
those who had restricted sleep fol-
lowing vaccination.

It’s still not fully understood why
sleep improves vaccine response, but
it might be because of how our body
clock directly controls immune cell
function and location during sleep.
So for example, it sends the immune
cells to our lymph nodes while we
sleep to learn about what infections
were encountered during the day,
and to build a “memory” of this.

Of course this raises the question
of how this might all relate to the cur-
rent pandemic and worldwide vacci-
nation programmes. How our
immune body clock works might be
important in terms of whether we
develop Covid-19. 

Intriguingly, the receptor which
allows the Covid virus, SARS-CoV-2,
to gain entry into our cells is under
control of our body clock. In fact,
there are higher levels of this recep-
tor on the cells which line our air-
ways at distinct times of day.

 This could mean we’re more likely
to get Covid-19 at certain times of the
day, but further research will be
needed to determine whether this is
the case.

Whether the time of day we’re vac-
cinated against Covid-19 impacts
immune response remains to be
answered. Given the high effective-
ness of many Covid-19 vaccines (with
both Pfizer and Moderna reporting
over 90% efficacy) and the urgency
with which we need to vaccinate,
people should be vaccinated at what-
ever time of day is possible for them.

But current and future vaccines
which do not have such high efficacy
rates or if they’re used in people with
poorer immune response, using a
more precise “timed” approach may
ensure better immune response. 

How well our immune system works 
can depend on the time of day

Our immune cells migrate 
into tissues during the day 
and then circulate around 
the body at night. This 
circadian rhythm of immune 
cells may have evolved so 
that immune cells are 
directly located in tissues at 
a time when we are more 
likely to be infected, primed 
for attack.

llB O D Y  C L O C K  C O N T R O L S  O U R  I M M U N E  S Y S T E M

Researches have shown that our body clock controls our immune system. So 
the time we’re infected with a virus  can impact how sick we become. The exact 
timing is likely to differ depending on the virus in question. SHUTTERSTOCK

Asian News International

WASHINGTON: Facebook-owned
instant messaging application
WhatsAap will soon allow support
on multiple devices at the same
time. The company also confirmed
that it will roll out more new fea-
tures including disappearing mode’
across all chat threads along with a
‘view once’ option as well.

As per The Verge, the multi-device
support feature will be entering
public beta in the coming months,
allowing users to access their
accounts from up to four linked
devices.

The news came in an interview
between WABetaInfo and Facebook
CEO Mark Zuckerberg and What-
sApp head Will Cathcart.

Cathcart stopped short of con-
firming reports that WhatsApp has
an iPad app in development, but said
that multi-device support will make
WhatsApp on iPad a possibility.

Zuckerberg also confirmed that
WhatsApp is adding a new ‘view
once’ feature, which will allow users
to send content that disappears after
it’s been viewed.

 The service is also expanding its
disappearing messages feature,
which currently allows messages to
be deleted after a set period of time.
In the future, a new ‘disappearing

mode’ will let you turn on disap-
pearing messages across all chat
threads.

Facebook’s CEO confirmed that
the multi-device feature will not
compromise the end-to-end encryp-
tion that WhatsApp offers for mes-
sages sent between individuals.

“It ’ ll  still  be end-to-end
encrypted,” Zuckerberg wrote.

Zuckerberg added, “It’s been a big
technical challenge to get all your
messages and content to sync prop-
erly across devices even when your
phone battery dies, but we’ve solved
this and we’re looking forward to
getting it out soon!”

WhatsApp did not confirm when
the ‘view once’ and ‘disappearing
mode’ features are expected to
launch, but Cathcart said that multi-
device support will be entering pub-
lic beta “in the next month or two.”

Alongside multi-device support,
WABetaInfo has also reported that
WhatsApp is working on a new
password-protected encrypted chat
backups feature that could finally
allow users to transfer their chat
histories between iOS and Android
devices. WABetaInfo has previously
discovered numerous features
before their official release, includ-
ing adding contacts via QR codes
and WhatsApp’s disappearing mes-
sages feature.

llN E W  F E A T U R E S l

Soon, WhatsApp users 
will be able to access 
account from 4 devices
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C
ouples planning t

o tie the

knot thismonth a
re in a

bind following th
e impo-

sition of night cur
few from

10pm to 5am inD
elhi and 8pm

to 7am inMumba
i, to stem

Covid-19 in both c
ities.

While some have
decided to

postpone the date
again, others

areweighing alte
rnate solu-

tions, with daywe
ddings being

touted as one. “Th
emoment it

was announced, w
e received a

call from the venu
e tomove the

function to the da
y, but it

might be difficult
,” says Sau-

rabhAswal, who
is getting

married onApril
25.

For Abhishek Pat
eria, who

took twomonths
off fromhis

chats. Hopefully,
next birthday, Im

ight

have a party and e
ven then, I’ll ensu

re

everyone gets the
ir Covid vaccine c

ertif-

icates,” quips the
Rangbaaz actor.

Saleem, who cam
e toMumbai from

Delhi 10 years ago
, admits he has

changed. “I was a
typical Delhi boy

who

loved to get into f
ights and rodemy

car

with blaringmus
ic. But since I cam

e to

Mumbai, the bras
h Delhi boy has b

een

replaced by one le
arning everyday.

I’ve

gone from streng
th to strength, be

itmy

acting ability or a
s a person,” he sa

ys. At

33, ismarriage on
hismind at all? “M

y

mumasksme abo
ut shaadi everyda

y. I

am finding neww
ays to avoid this q

ues-

tion. One should n
ever say never. Ho

pe-

fully sometime,” h
e concludes.

Sugandha Rawal

sugandha.ra
wal@hindustanti

mes.com

nce the beginnin
g of 2021,

ulkit Samrat has
been shoot-

ing nonstop for h
is projects, be

n Mumbai, Delhi
or Agra. The

tor says work ha
s found a new
the andemic.

n fact, now, e c

o be detached fro
m the concept of

hit and flop. “Hit
aur flop mein

kuch nahi rakha
hai. Agar hit dek

e

bhi main ghar pa
r lockdown mein

baitha hoon, toh
main kya hi ukha

d

raha hun,” Samr
at observes, befo

re

going on to expla
in his definition

of

happiness.
“At the end of th

e day, it is about

you being happy
, and not attachin

g

that happiness to
a condition ki ye

h

hoga toh main kh
ush ho jaunga, ya

nahi hua toh ma
in udas ho jaung

a.

You are blessed i
f you have a good

family, you wake
up every morn-

ing, and all the p
eople you know

are alive and wel
l,” says the actor

,

who is prepping
for the third

ent of the Fukrey
franchise.

t made his televis
ion

Lakshya Virani i
n the pop-

w, Kyunki Saas B
hi Kabhi

i, in 2006. He we
nt on to

do films such as
Bittoo Boss (2012

),

Fukrey (2013), Ba
ngistan (2015),

nam Re (2016), and Fu
krey

turns (2017).
Next, he will soo

n be seen as a

appy go lucky gu
y from Delhi” in

e film, Suswagat
am Khushaama-

eed. “There are o
ther diverse role

s

n the pipeline,” h
e adds.

Pulkit Samrat
feels

the lockdown

made him value

workmore

STOP PRESS

job in Poland for
his wedding

and booked a ven
ue in Suraj-

kund, Haryana, c
hangeswill be

tough. “There’s n
o chance of

postponing or eve
n switching

to day functions.
It will be diffi-

cult for guests wh
owill attend

thewedding all th
eway from

Delhi or Noida,” h
e says.

Planners feelmon
ths of

efforts have gone
down the

drain.Mumbai-b
asedAanchal

Bagaria, of TheW
edding Soul,

who had three-da
y affairs

planned in April s
ays, “Now it’s

all going to bewr
apped up in

one event with a l
unch.” But

Mumbai’s Vishal
Punjabi,

founder, TheWed
ding Filmer,

says, “When thing
s like this

happen, they teac
h us to value

what we have. Aw
edding

doesn’t have to be
a big party.”

P
The date is so

near and venues

say they need to

check availability

for day timings.

AKHIL NARANG,

Businessman

P
AKHIL NAR NG

We’ve received

queries from

couples for a

brunch and
they’re trying to

keep gatherings

intimate.

SHIVAN GUPTA , Creative

director, Am
aara Farms

Night curfew to curb Covid

surge hits wedding plans

City
Delh

i

Rishabh Suri

rishabh.suri
@htlive.com

S
hooting, travellin

g, and shooting

again —Kriti San
on’s life is all abo

ut

that. With a host
of biggies such as

Bachchan Pande
y, Bhediya and

Ganpath in her k
itty, she is of

course excited. A
nd it was also rec

ently

announced that s
he will join Prabh

as

and Saif Ali Khan
in Adipurush.

Despite the rise in
Covid cases and

several restrictio
ns reimposed,

including shuttin
g of theatres,

Sanon says she w
ould prefer theat

-

rical releases for
all her films.

“Obviously, as an
actor you want th

e

film to reach bey
ond just the OTT

audience. Of cour
se, they are great

platforms, and ev
eryone is hooked

on

to it and the platf
orms have great

content. But as an
actor you want it

to reach even the
ones who don’t

really go on these
platforms,” says

the 30-year-old, w
hose filmMimi, i

n

which she plays a
surrogate mothe

r,

is also waiting fo
r a release.

It’s been some tim
e since the film w

as

announced and h
as been shot. Ask

what’s

happening on tha
t front, and Sanon

says

she recently wrap
ped up work on t

he last

scene. “Mimi as a
film needs to reac

h the

masses. It is base
d on surrogacy, it

’s a

unique subject an
dmade in a very

enter-

taining manner. I
t is something th

at will

touch your heart
, make you cry, la

ugh, and

leave you with fo
od for thought. It

should

be watched bym
ore people who a

re

rooted in areas w
here OTT isn’t wa

tched,”

she says.
In fact, it was rain

ing release dates
until

recently in Bollyw
ood, when the pa

ndemic

reared its head ag
ain and forcedm

any film

releases to be pos
tponed again. “W

e are

very excited for M
imi to release. Th

e times

we are in, it’s imp
ortant for a film l

ike that

to get a release. I
hope things are n

ormal

soon. There are s
omany films wai

ting to

release. I am hop
ingMimi does to

o, soon,

sometime around
mid 2021. I don’t

know

what the produce
rs are deciding. It

should

get what it deserv
es,” says Sanon.

NOTETO

READERS: So
me

of the covera
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without it bein
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Kriti Sanonwis
hesmovies

would get back
to theatres

P
I am a bit irritated but

also looking at the

larger picture. I don’t

want to take any

risks. Zinda rahe toh

aur birthday honge.

SAQIB SALEEM, Actor

P
I want to
surprise
myself and my

audience. I’ve

never slotted

myself into any

category. I’ve

chosen very

different roles.

RITUPARNA

SENGUPTA, Actor

Scan the code

to readmore

about how

couples and

wedding

vendors are

trying to find

a way out in

the crisis

Scan the code

to readmore

on Saqib

Saleem’s

birthday plan
s

‘My 30th birthday seems like a decade ago’

Kavita Awaasthi

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.com

S
aqib Saleem loves

birthdays and

often throws big p
arties on his spe-

cial day. “But this
will bemy second

birthday in a row
spoiled by Covid-

19,”

says the actor, wh
o turns 33 today a

nd

admits he is a littl
e heartbroken tha

t he

won’t be able tom
eet friends.

“I have forgotten
what parties are

like.My 30th birt
hday party seems

a

decade ago. But I
don’t want to take

any

risks. Zinda rahe
toh aur birthday

honge.Mymum i
s herewithme, so

she

will make some y
ummy biryani.W

e

will have a quiet c
elebration at hom

e

with the newnor
mal of video calls

and

Titas Chowdhury

titas.chowdhury@hindustanti
mes.com

I
want to keep am

ore openmind no
w. I feel

that the kind of c
ontent being chu

rned out

in the Hindi film
industry today is

revolu-

tionary,” says Rit
uparna Sengupta

. The

National Award-w
inning actor is al

l set to

return to the Hin
di film industry w

ith Bansuri:

The Flute. Along
with it, she is awa

iting the

release of a coupl
e of other films, o

ne of them

with veteran acto
r Shabana Azmi.

A prominent nam
e in the Bengali fi

lm indus-

try, she is best rem
embered in Bolly

wood for

her role inMain,
Meri Patni AurW

oh (2005).

With the boom in
the OTT space an

dmeatier

roles for women,
she believes now

is the time to

explore varied ro
les in Hindi proje

cts. “Back in

the day, I was too
busy. So, I decide

d to concen-

trate on Bangla fi
lms. I was also do

ing films in

Bangladesh and K
erala. But I would

want to

concentrate onm
y Hindi film care

er now. A lot

of unconventiona
l content is being

made.

Maybe, I am need
ed inMumbai no

w,” she says.

The Bengali supe
rstar says she alw

ays wants

to do something
new: “I want to su

rprise myself

andmy audience
. I’ve never slotte

d myself into

any particular ca
tegory. I’ve chose

n very differ-

ent and challengi
ng roles for myse

lf.”

So, is OTT an opt
ion for Sengupta?

“For

actors, it’s a good
opportunity to re

ach a global

audience. Audien
ces are demandin

g direct-to-

digital releases n
ow. Producers to

o are releas-

ing their films on
digital platforms

as they’re

worried their film
smight turn stale

if not

released on time.
OTT platforms ar

e turning

out to be quite pr
ofitable for all,” s

he signs off.

George
ClooneyandJulia

Roberts’movie,Ticket

ToParadise,willreleasein

UStheatresnextSeptember.

Theyplayadivorcedcouple

tryingtostoptheir

daughterfromrepeating

theirmistake.

‘HOPE‘HOPE
THINGSTHINGS
AREARE
NORMALNORMAL
SOON,SOON,,,
FILMSFILMS
WAITINGWAITING
TORELEASE’TORELEASE’
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Maybe I’m needed

in Mumbai now:

Rituparna Sengupta

P
As an actor you want a film to reach

beyond just the OTT audience.... reach

even the ones who don’t really go on

these platforms.

KRITI SANON, Actor

Tuesday,April13,2021
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D irector Chloe Zhao’s Nomadlandhas emerged as the big winner atthis year’s BAFTA Film Awards2021, bagging four major trophies,including Best Film. Even the BestActress award was won by its actor,FrancesMcDormand, while Zhao her-self walked away with Best Director.The Father won the Best Actoraward for Anthony Hopkins, a cate-gory in which Indian actor AadarshGourav was also nominated for his rolein TheWhite Tiger. The film was pro-duced by Priyanka Chopra Jonas, whowas also in attendance at the ceremonyas one of its presenters, along withhusband, singer Nick Jonas. TheFather also won the adapted screen-play BAFTA.Themost emotional moment of theevening saw tributes being paid to lateIndian actors Irrfan and Rishi Kapoor,who passed away in April 2020, inBAFTA’s memoriam segment, along-with actors Sean Connery and Chad-wick Boseman.The latter’s filmMa Rainey’s BlackBottomwas named a winner in thecostume design andmake-up and haircategories. Riz Ahmed, who along withBoseman, had been nominated for BestActor as well, didn’t bag the award, buthis film Sound of Metal bagged twoBAFTAs in the editing and sound cate-gories.
HTC

Rishabh Suri
rishabh.suri@htlive.com

S he’s the sister of one of Bolly-wood’s biggest stars, Katrina Kaif,yet she auditioned for her firstfilm. Isabelle Kaif recently made heracting debut with Time To Dance.“I had auditioned for a few films,and this one came through. I was adancer as a kid, and dancing, of course,is a big part of Bollywood. It’s a passionfor me. So I thought it would be chal-lenging and fun,” she tells us.The 30-year-old, who just wrappedup the shoot for her second film,Suswagatam Khushaamadeed, admitsthat Bollywood has been a big influ-ence in her growing up years. “Danc-ing led to acting. I watched Hindi filmsgrowing up, and I’ve had a hard timechoosing a favourite. I love JabWeMet(2007). Lagaan (2001), I’ve watched somany times as a teenager,” she shares.What about the inevitable compari-son with her sister? Is she feeling thepressure of expectations already? “Iknow it. People have been doing it foryears, and I’ve got used to it. It doesn’t

Scan the code
to readmore
on why
Sudhanshu
Saria was
anguished by
the incident

ActorDeepikaPadukoneon
Monday

announcedshehasresignedasthechairpersonofMAMIMumbaiFilmFestivalowingtoherworkcommitments.Padukonehad
replaced

filmmakerKiranRaotobecomethechairpersonofthefestival
in2019.
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money to hire them, but you don’twant to. You simply want to canni-balise other’s work. That’s notokay,” he asserts.On April 9, Saria took to Twitterto express his anguish, claimingthat themakers of theweb seriescopied the poster of hismovie. Inci-dently, both projects tackle the sub-ject of same-sex relationships. Sariais wondering if themakers alsolifted some scenes from his film,which explores the issue of homo-sexual rape. “Those actors proba-bly were shown a reference imageto pose. So, everybody knew thatthey were plagiarising,” says thedirector, whowon the NationalFilmAward for best non-featuredirection inMarch this year, for hisfilm, Knock Knock Knock.Soon after his post, ALTBalaji

tweeted a statement apologising forthe incident. “The uncanny resem-blance and similarity cannot bewritten off as amere coincidence...For this we apologise... We’vedeleted the poster from all ourplatforms,” the statement read.However, Saria, currentlyrecuperating fromCovid-19, isunconvinced by the statement. Hewishes the platform “acknowl-edged the authors of the poster”and claimed that “...this was adecision, not an accident”. More-over, Saria wants people to be heldaccountable for their actions. “I feellike I’m adding to the chain. Thenext time someone Googles it, thiswill come up. And eventually, it willbecome harder and harder forthem to pretend as if it’s not athing,” he concludes.

play onme toomuch any-more. About expectations,Covid took off some ofthat pressure frommyfirst film, as the circum-stances are so different.It has allowedme to justenjoy the moment as itunfolds,” says theactor.
The best piece ofadvice Isabelle hasever received wasgiven to her by herelder sister. “[Sheadvised] to justfocus onmywork, keepmyhead down.Anyone who hasbeen in the filmindustry gives simi-lar advice,” says theactor, adding, “I’m juststarting now, there aresomany types of filmsI want to do. I’d love todo an action or aperiod film. It’s justthe beginning, there’severything left to do.”

Katrina
Kaif
PHOTO: VIRAL
BHAYANI

Why Isabelle Kaif
is now used to
being compared
to sister Katrina

Guru Randhawais missing the joyof celebrating
Baisakhi with
family in Punjab;Daler Mehndi willbe at the VaishnoDevi shrine

City
Delhi

Sugandha Rawal
sugandha.rawal@hindustantimes.com

M eeting friends and fam-ily to celebrate — that’sthe essence of Baisakhi.However, singer DalerMehndi isn’t missing it this year.He asserts that social distancing isthe need of the hour, with the sec-ondwave of Covid-19 here.“Being cautious todaywillensure we get

together for parties in future,” headds.
This year, the singer will cele-brate the festival at the VaishnoDevi shrine with his family. “I feellucky that I’ll be at the holy cave ofMata VaishnoDevi. I have a per-formance at the pilgrimage on thefirst day of Navratri, which startson Baisakhi,” he says.The festival is especially impor-tant for farmers, as it is a harbin-ger of hope and prosperity while

marking the time of har-vest of winter crops. “Ifeel all festivals give us asense of hope and courage. Bai-sakhimotivates us, and humkohonsla deti hai jeene ka, nomatterwho you are— a farmer, or a non-farmer.We all live and yearn forthe support of the supremepower,” explains the 53-year-old.Growing up, hewatched hisparents participate in kirtans atgurdwaras for Baisakhi. For him,the festival has always been aboutbeing grateful for everything. It’swhat he plans on doing this yearas well. “It’s all about hope, love,

betterment, and thewill to helpothers. Apne liye to har aadmikarta hai, lekin doosron kimadadke liye khada hona chahiye. Theseare things etched inmymind,withmemories of langar,” recallsMehndi, known for hits such asBolo TaRa Ra, Tunak Tunak Tun,Dardi Rab Rab, Ho Jayegi BalleBalle, and Na NaNaNaNaRe.He feels the best place to cele-brate Baisakhi is at home. “I think(if we follow all the protocolsproperly) 2021-end tak Covid naamki beemari ko bhool jayenge log,”says the singer, who recently cameout with his single, Ragda.

Juhi Chakraborty
juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

H e wanted to cele-brate Baisakhi in abig way this yearwith his family inGurdaspur, Punjab, butsinger Guru Randhawaunderstands that given thepandemic, little can bedone.
“Since the pandemicstarted, most of us havebeen celebrating festivals athome. Considering the cur-rent situation, this year tooI’ll mostly spend Baisakhiat home and visit the gurd-wara, if possible,” he says,adding, “Unfortunately, I’min Delhi and will definitelymiss being in the villageduring this time. But likeevery day, I’m going toremember God and thankHim for fulfilling mywishes.”

The 29-year-old urgeseveryone to be safe, followprotocols and not indulgein grand Baisakhi celebra-tions involving huge gath-erings. “Covid has impactedeverything, not just this fes-tival. We need to fight this

virus on a daily basis, besafe and follow govern-ment protocol,” adds thesinger known for songssuch as Lahore, High RatedGabru and Patola.Hemay not be able tohave the celebration hewanted, but Randhawa hasfondmemories of celebrat-ing the festival as a child.“Baisakhi is celebrated as aharvest festival, whenfarmers cut their crops.And on this day Guru Gob-ind Singh laid the founda-tion of the Panth Khalsa. Askids, we’d enjoy spendingtime with family and go tothe gurdwara to do seva.We’d also go to the mela inthe village. It’s a festivalthat brings a lot of happi-ness.”
Since Baisakhi is a har-vest festival, the singer hasa special message for them.“May God bless the farmersas we eat because of them.May this year bring growthand prosperity,” he says,adding, “MayWahegurubless everyone with growthand prosperity. Happy Bai-sakhi to everyone. Stay safeand happy!”

GuruRandhawa

HAPPY
BAISAKHI TO

ALL OUR
READERS ILLUSTRATION: SHUTTERSTOCK

IN MY VILLAGE

Priyanka
Chopra JonasandNick Jonas

PHOTO: ALBERTO
PEZZALI/AP

Frances
McDormand

BAFTA’s emotionaltributes to Irrfanand Rishi Kapoor

Anthony
Hopkins
PHOTO:

ALEXANDRE

MENEGHINI/AP

(Above) RishiKapoor and(right) Irrfan
PHOTOS: TWITTER/
BAFTA

Daler
Mehndi

Sugandha Rawal

S ome time back I was told bymycountry that I exist, when I gotthe National FilmAward. Twoweeks later, one of themost seniorpeople inmy industry pretends as ifnothing I domatters and I’m invisi-ble and insignificant,” rues directorSudhanshu Saria reflecting onwhathe felt when he found “ridiculouslyobvious” similarities between theposter of an upcomingweb show,His Storyy, backed by Ekta Kapoor,and his 2015 film Loev.“I’m not looking to recovermoney from them, or sue them. Ijust want them to know that it’s notnice and not okay,” says a disap-pointed Saria. “What kind of a cul-ture are we inwhere you can have amarketingmeeting and take some-body else’s idea? You have the

I’M NOT MISSINGBIG BAISAKHICELEBRATIONSTHIS YEAR:MEHNDI

NOTE TOREADERS: Someof the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concernedbrands. No
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SudhanshuSaria and (far left) posters of theupcomingweb showand (left)

his 2015 film

Plagiarism row: It made mefeel insignificant andpowerless, says Sudhanshu
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Tvesa Malik TRISTAN JONES

Tvesa earns career-
best sixth-place 
finish in France
EVIAN-LES-BAINS: Indian golfer Tvesa
Malik recorded her second consecu-
tive top-10 result and also equalled
her career-best finish on the Ladies
European Tour with a Tied-6th place
at the Jabra Ladies Open, here. Tvesa,
who began the week with a modest
75, soared up the leader board with a
4-under 67 on the second day and
closed with 1-under 70 on the final
day for a total of 1-under 212 late on
Saturday.

Tvesa had enjoyed a similar result
at home in Hero Women’s Indian
Open in 2019. Tvesa was tied with five
other players, including Austrian
Christine Wolf (67), Scot Alison Muir-
head (68), French golfer Anne.-Lise
Caudal (69), Dane Linette Littau Durr
Holmslykke (69) and Thai Atthaya
Thitikul (74).

Thompson powers 
into US Women’s 
Open lead
SAN FRANCISCO:  Lexi Thompson fired
five birdies without a bogey in a spar-
kling round on the Olympic Club Lake
Course Saturday to grab a one-shot
lead in the US Women’s Open.

The American’s five-under par 66
on the imposing layout gave her a
54-hole total of seven-under par 64
and a one-stroke edge over second-
round leader Yuka Saso of the Philip-
pines. Saso, a 19-year-old whose pro
resume features two wins on the
Japan LPGA tour, scrambled to an
even par 71 for 207 -- leading by as
many as two but dropping out of a
share of the lead with her fourth
bogey of the day at 18.

US amateur Megha Ganne, a
17-year-old New Jersey high school
student, kept herself in contention
with a one-over par 72 that left her
sharing third on 210 with South
Korean Lee6 Jeong-eun, who battled
her way to a two-over 73.

China’s Feng Shanshan was alone
in fifth after a 72 for 211.

Thompson was the first player to
post a bogey-free round this week at
Olympic Club, which has hosted five
men’s US Opens but had never before
hosted a women’s major. The 2014
ANA Inspiration winner is seeking a
first US Open title in her 15th attempt.

llM O T O R S P O R T S l

llO L Y M P I C S l

LONDON: Four-time Olympic cham-
pion Mo Farah’s hopes of ending his
track career at the Tokyo Games suf-
fered a huge blow as he fell short of
the qualifying mark for the 10,000
metres in Birmingham on Saturday.

The 38-year-old finished eighth,
behind fellow Briton Marc Scott, in
the European Cup, which doubled as
British Olympic trial.

Farah’s time in his first race at this
distance for four years was 22 seconds
short of the required standard of 27
mins 28 secs to qualify for the Games
which are due to start on July 23. He
blamed a foot injury for his poor
showing, which had prevented him
from training over the last two weeks.
“I am four-times Olympic champion
but that doesn’t mean nothing. You’ve
got to go out there each race and mix
it with the best and give yourself a
chance,” said Farah. “I’ve been carry-
ing a niggle since I came back from
training. It is frustrating because I
have done a lot of good work in Flag-
staff (Arizona). If you would have
asked me two weeks ago it would have
been a lot different. It’s part of the
sport. “It just suddenly came on. I have

had some treatment to it and then
coming back, it really flared up. To be
honest, this is the first bit I have done
of track in the last two weeks. It is not
ideal.” He has another three weeks to
make the qualifying time and could
also turn his attention to the 5,000
metres in which he won gold at Lon-
don 2012 and Rio 2016. A mixed
sequence of results since moving from
the track to the marathon persuaded
Farah to give it one last blast on the
surface he enjoyed his greatest
moments on.

Mo Farah REUTERS

Agencies

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

PARIS: Former world number one
Roger Federer, who is targeting a
record 21st Grand Slam title at Wim-
bledon, withdrew from the French
Open on Sunday, a day after winning
a tough third-round match, opting to
save himself for the grass-court sea-
son. “After discussions with my team,
I decided that I should withdraw from
the French Open today,” Federer said
in a statement released by the French
Tennis Federation.

“After two knee operations and
more than a year of rehabilitation, it’s
important that I listen to my body and
not rush back into competition,” the
39-year-old Swiss added.

Federer, who has hardly played in
the last 17 months because of a knee
injury, suffered physically in his four-
set, late-night victory over German

After gruelling win, Federer 
withdraws from Grand Slam
Swiss great needed 
all of his fighting 
qualities to scrap his 
way past Koepfer in 
the third round clash

Dominik Koepfer on Saturday and
decided to end his Roland Garros
campaign ahead of what would have
been a punishing fourth-round match
against Italian Matteo Berrettini.

He had said after Saturday’s match
that he was pondering whether to par-
ticipate in the second week of the clay-
court Grand Slam as his season goal
was Wimbledon, the grass-court
major starting on June 28.

“We go through these matches... we
analyse them highly and look on
what’s next and we’ll do the same
tonight and tomorrow,” he said.

“Because I need to decide if I keep
on playing or not, or is it not too much
risk at this moment to keep pushing
or is this just a perfect way to just take
a rest.”

Tournament director Guy Forget
said: “The French Open is sorry to see
Roger Federer withdraw from the
tournament but he put up a great fight
last night. 

“We were all delighted to see him
back in Paris, where he played three
top-level matches. We wish him all the
best for the rest of the season.” 

Seven-time Grand Slam champion
Mats Wilander said Federer’s decision
made sense as the eight-time Wimble-

don champion had more chance to
succeed on grass.

“It proves that it’s a long-term
project for him to come back. For me,
that’s good news because it shows he’s
going to be around for a bit longer,”
Wilander, a tennis expert for Euro-
sport, said. 

“Obviously, he got the matches that
he needed and he wanted. The main
period for him over the years is the
grass-court season –- he obviously
enjoys all the Grand Slams and differ-
ent surfaces but grass comes so natu-
rally to him and that’s where he has
had the most success. 

“So, yes, obviously perfect for him. I
think it’s absolutely perfect prepara-
tion.”

Federer needed all of his fighting
qualities to scrap his way past Koepfer
7-6(5), 6-7(3), 7-6(4), 7-5. It was Fed-
erer’s first taste of a Grand Slam
match played without fans, courtesy
of Paris’s 9pm COVID-19 curfew, and
it was not an experience he seemed to
enjoy as he was given a torrid time by
the 27-year-old left-hander.

Yet the fact Federer prevailed in
such surreal circumstances, having
hardly played in the last 17 months
because of a knee injury, illustrated

the passion that still burns within him
for the game.

Federer had looked superb in his
opening two matches here, but was
rattled by the heavy hitting of the
world number 59 and struggled for
rhythm, racking up 63 unforced
errors. But he dug deep to win the
night’s opening tiebreak, helped by a
Koepfer double fault at a crucial
moment. Federer piled on the pres-
sure at the start of the second set and
secured an early break. But Koepfer
broke back and after breaks were
traded again, the set reached a tie-
break. Koepfer moved 6-2 ahead as
mistakes flowed off Federer’s racket
and he levelled the match thanks to
another unforced error from the
Swiss who was playing only his sixth
match in 17 months following knee
surgery. Federer, the 2009 champion,
was wobbling when he dropped serve
early in the third but battled back
from 2-4 down and after missing a set
point in the 12th game he reeled off the
last three points of the night’s third
tiebreak. Sensing his chance of taking
the biggest scalp of his career was slip-
ping away, Koepfer’s temper boiled
over when his service was broken at
1-1 in the fourth. 
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Switzerland's Roger Federer reacts after winning against Germany's Dominik Koepfer during their men's singles third round French Open match. AFP

‘Lack of match 
practice may hurt 
players like Kohli’
MUMBAI: Lack of match practice
before the World Test Championship
final is not a big worry for Virat Kohli
but the legendary Dilip Vengsarkar
believes that it “may hurt” the Indian
captain. Kohli-led India reached
England on Thursday and headed
into a three-day quarantine in South-
ampton, the venue for the eagerly-
awaited match from June 18.

Their opponents New Zealand, on
the other hand, are engaged in a two-
Test series against England, the first
of which would finish on Sunday.

Vengsarkar, a veteran of 116 Tests,
said that Kohli and Rohit are in very
good form, but lack of competitive
time in the middle might affect their
performance at least in the tour-
opening WTC final.

“Well he (Kohli) has been around
for a long time. He (Kohli) is one of

the best batsmen in world cricket at
the moment. Players like Virat or
Rohit Sharma, they are world class
players, they take a lot of pride in
their performance and pride in win-
ning matches for India.

“It is a good thing and both are in
very good form. But having said that,
I think lack of match practice may
hurt them in the first Test match that
is what I feel,” Vengsarkar, the
former chairman of selectors, told
PTI on Sunday when asked how
important Kohli’s role is going to be
in the clash.

Farah fails to make 10k qualifying time

Virat Kohli will lead India in the 
WTC final against New Zealand. ANI
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FLORIDA: American Trayvon Bromell
underlined his credentials as the
Tokyo Olympics 100 meters gold
medal favorite on Saturday by run-
ning the fastest time this year of 9.77
seconds at the New Life Invitational in
Miramar, Florida. Bromell becomes
the ninth man to dip under 9.80 sec-
onds, slashing nearly one-10th of a
second off his personal best of 9.84.

Marvin Bracey of the United States
was second in 9.85 followed by Chris
Royster in 10.08. Reigning Olympic
double sprint champion Elaine
Thompson-Herah won the 100m and
200m events, clocking 10.87 and 22.54
seconds, respectively.

Malone wins

FORT WORTH: Brody Malone’s summer
calendar might be filling up quickly.

The 21-year-old won his first U.S.
men’s gymnastics title on Saturday
night, shaking off an early miscue on
parallel bars to post a two-day total of
170.700. The two-time NCAA cham-
pion’s victory gives him plenty of
momentum heading into the U.S.
Olympic Trials in St. Louis later this
month. 

Malone admitted Thursday he
didn’t feel much pressure, calling
competing for Stanford at the NCAA
championships far more nerve-
wracking. Staked to a sizable lead
after a polished performance on open-
ing night, he appeared ready to give it
away after ending up on the mat in the
middle of his parallel bars set, his first
event during finals.

No matter. He responded by drilling
his high bars set, where his 15.050
score was the best of the meet and the
second-highest on any event.

BROMELL CLOCKS 

FASTEST MEN’S 

100M TIME OF 2021

Finnish driver Teemu Suninen steers his Ford Fiesta WRC with Finnish co-
driver Mikko Markkula, between Arzachena and Braniatogghiu during the 
5th round of the FIA World Rally Championship. AFP

llC R I C K E T l

Agencies

sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

KINGSTON: Jamaican sprint darling
Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce became the
second-fastest woman of all time
behind 100 metres world record
holder Florence Griffith-Joyner when
she clocked 10.63 seconds at a meet in
Kingston on Saturday.

Double Olympic champion Fraser-
Pryce, who laid down a marker ahead
of next month’s Tokyo Olympics with
her searing sprint, said her speed had
taken ever her by surprise.

“Honestly no... I never expected I
would run 10.6 and think it’s a good
thing because there was no pressure,”
Fraser-Pryce told reporters even as
she screamed with excitement.

“I just wanted to get one run in
before the (June 24-27) national
championships and that’s what I was
really looking forward to.”

American Griffith-Joyner still holds
the women’s 100 metres world record
of 10.49 seconds, set in Indianapolis in
1988, as well as the three fastest times
ever, with 10.61 and 10.62, also in 1988.

But Fraser-Pryce shaved 0.01 sec-
onds off Carmelita Jeter’s 10.64 set in
2009 to climb behind Griffith-Joyner
on the all-time list.

Running in an empty stadium in
Kingston at the JOA/JAAA’s Destiny
Series, she decimated the field in the
first of three heats from a rocket start,
to finish ahead of former world cham-
pionship finalist Natasha Morrison.

Fraser-Pryce, the reigning world
champion after winning gold in Doha
in 2019, said she had already set her
sights on her next target.

“I’m lost for words because 10.6 has
been a dream, a goal, I’ve been work-

ing so hard, being so patient to see it
finally unfold. I’m so ecstatic,” added
the 34-year-old, who set her previous
personal best of 10.70 seconds nine
years ago.

“If I’m able to run 10.6 now... I’m
just looking forward to what the proc-
ess will bring. I’m continuing the work
because I did say that this year I
wanted nothing more than to break
the 10.7 barrier and I did it.

“But now the focus is on making the
national team then taking it from
there. This is just one part of the puz-
zle, so you can’t get too complacent
and comfortable.”

Meanwhile, the Indian Olympic
Association on Sunday asked five
Olympic-bound sportspersons, who

have recovered from COVID-19 in the
recent past, to take their first dose of
the vaccine as soon as possible.

Simranjit Kaur (60kg), who is a 2018
World Championships bronze medal-
list, is the lone boxer in the list while
the other four are shooters, including
19-year-old Saurabh Chaudhary who
won a silver medal at this year’s ISSF
World Cup in the men’s 10m air pistol
event. The other three are 2018 Jak-
arta Asian Games gold medallist Rahi
Sarnobat (women’s 25m pistol), silver
medallist at the same edition Deepak
Kumar (10m air rifle) and veteran
shotgun shooter Mairaj Ahmed Khan.

“Request boxing and shooting to get
needful done urgently and revert,”
IOA President Narinder Batra said.

Fraser-Pryce sets fastest time 
in women’s 100m in 33 years

Jamaica's Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce in action during the women's 100m event at 
the Jamaica Olympic Destiny Track Meet in Kingston. REUTERS


