Meet Gurgaon’s 3-year-old
world champion golfer

Ajay Kumar Gautam

| GOT HIM KARTIK SINGH
E"MUATED um?-»a winner,
UNDER LA
A COACH WHO Malaysia
SAID HE WAS
THE MOST
COLFER HE HAD g e
EVER SEEN B T omtion Taees o e
— Dhananjay Singh, swanky course on Gurgaon's
Kartik's father =~ Golf Course Road, invariably, thelast per-

son practising will be a diminutive eight-
year-old. Kartik Singh, a student of Man-
av Rachna International School, s known
across the DLF Golf and Country Club
as one of the most hardworking golfers
in the city The young golfer's work eth-
ic has started reaping dividends for him
in competitions now, On December 23,
Kartik finished first in the Under-8 age
group at the Kids' Golf World Champi-
0y .. onship organised by US Kids Golf in

' m %, Malaysia, making him the youngest In-

dian to win a junior world title.
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Kartik Singh finished first in the Under-8 category at the Kids' Golf
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us at the golf course in Karma Lakelands, Gurgaon
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EKartik started playing golf three
years ago and it was only due to
his golf training that his family
moved to Gurgaon a little over two
yvears ago. “I used to play golf
when we were in Kochl,” says
Eartik's father Dhananjay, a
Naval officer, “And once I took
him with me to the course. The
coach there sald Kartik had the
best hand-eye coordination he
had seen. Sometime later, I took
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Course, which is closer to his home. “He loves
practising and being out on the course. We try
to make sure he practises at least five times a
week,” informs his father Dhananjay The fa-
ther-son duo can often be seen practising till 8-
9pm at the course. “T love golf and enjoy play-
ing it a lot. The practice does not seem like
work,"” the elght-year-old prodigy tells us. For
now, Kartik is participating in the age-group
categories but both he and his family harbour
hopes of him going professional and compet-
ing with the best in the world one day.
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in two months of his first tryst with the
sport, Kartik had grown strong enough
to participate in competitions.

The family zeroad in on Gurgaon as
their base, given the city's strong infra-
structure in golf. “My witfie took up a job

Iifi fior his golf, but he has started toshow
now why that was necessary,” says
Dhananjay

But despite his natural talent, the elght-
vear-old is no slouch when it comes to
practice. He started training in Karma
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